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Unusually for a gate tower, Deshengmen 
has no central gateway. Page 16 


Despite its small size, China’s young 
baseball league has already developed 
an enthusiastic national fan base. 
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Most of Hangzhou’s best known dishes 
are based on regional ingredients. 
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Students Scammed 



Chinese students in one of the small, sparsely furnished dormitories at Saipan University. 

Photo byjacq Hernandez, Mariana Vareity 


By Su Wei, Gemma Casas (Mar- 
iana Variety), Aldwin Fajardo 
(Saipan Tribune) 

C hen Yongxiang, a taxi driv- 
er from Yanji, Liaoning 
Province, says his dream 
to earn money while studying 
was shattered immediately after 
his arrival on October 5 last year 
at the Northern Mariana Islands’ 
Saipan University. 

Now, Chen says, he is deeply in 
debt, having borrowed over 70,000 
yuan to cover the cost of his stud- 
ies. The university has provided no 
work and little in the way of ed- 
ucation. “There are 87 other Chi- 
nese students at the university in 
the same situation. We have been 
cheated, we are victims!” he told 
Beijing Today in a telephone inter- 
view on December 29. 

Saipan University is located 
in the village of Susupe on Saipan 
Island, part of the US Common- 
wealth of the Northern Mariana 
Islands (CNMI), in the western 
Pacific Ocean. 

The founder of the university, 
Park Soon Kyung, was arrested 
by the FBI on December 16 on 
the nearby island of Guam. He 
was charged over his involve- 
ment in a scheme to fraudulent- 
ly induce 88 Chinese students to 
study on Saipan for a fee of over 
$5,000 each, through false repre- 
sentations and promises. 

At a hearing on December 30, 
Kyung pleaded not guilty to the 
charges and also objected to the 
US government’s filing of a for- 
feiture complaint. The judge at 
the hearing ordered that Park be 
held for trial on March 1. 

CNMI governor’s legal counsel 
Steve Newman told Beijing Today 
on Wednesday that the offices of 
the governor and the attorney gen- 
eral, together with the US side, 
were doing everything in their 
power to ensure that the perpetra- 
tors of the alleged fraud would be 
made to account for their actions 
and that justice would be served. 
Cheated 

According to several of the stu- 
dents Beijing Today spoke to, all 
88 were cheated by the university 
from the very beginning. “Materi- 
als that Kyung showed me when I 
met him in Yanji said the univer- 
sity is a full-time private univer- 
sity with over 20 majors ranging 
from arts and sports to computer 
technology and law as well as the 
availability of a bachelor degree,” 
said Cai Hu, 34, formerly a mid- 
dle school teacher in Yanji. “But af- 
ter we arrived, we found there was 
only one subject available at the 
university - English.” 

Chen Gang, also from Yanji, 
said, “We only have four hours of 
English classes per day. We have 
no textbooks at all, only photo- 
copied teaching materials pro- 
vided by the teachers.” All the 
students paid a tuition fee of 
$3,550 for studying English at 
the university. 

Cai said there are only five 
classrooms and one teacher’s of- 
fice in the university, which cov- 
ers two floors of a rented building. 
“The university has only seven 
staff; five teachers, the president 
and a secretary,” he said. “Al- 
though the university’s materi- 
als talk about computer rooms 
and libraries, there are no teach- 
ing facilities except desks, chairs 
and blackboards. There is only 
one computer, but it can’t con- 
nect to the Internet.” 

The students have also taken 


issue with the accommodation 
provided. “We were promised we 
would live in dormitories at the 
standard of a three-star hotel. 
But actually four people share 
one room with an area of just 
seven square meters. The only 
furniture are beds, though we 
were promised air conditioning 
and televisions,” Cai said. “And 
there is insufficient running wa- 
ter, we can only take a bath every 
two or three days!” The universi- 
ty charges each student $120 per 
month for accommodation. 

Students interviewed also ex- 
pressed dissatisfaction with their 
meals, which are provided by a Ko- 
rean restaurant as the university 
has no canteens. “For each meal 
we only have hard rice, a thin soup 
and a dish of fried vegetables,” 
Cai said. “Most of us suffered from 
diarrhoea after eating that food.” 
Each student is charged $180 per 
month for three meals a day. 

Students say the key attrac- 
tion for them to choose to study at 
Saipan University was the prom- 
ise that they could work while 
studying. “We were told we would 
receive student visas two months 
after entering Saipan with a vis- 
itor permit, and would be provid- 
ed jobs within two months with 
a monthly salary between $600 
and $1,500 in the form of schol- 
arship if we can have two hours’ 
study per day,” Cai said. 

Chen Ping (a pseudonym), 30, 
from Qingdao, added, “All this is 
stated in our contracts, signed by 
Kyung.” Chen, a supermarket man- 
ager, had planned to study busi- 
ness at the university. “Till now we 
have not received a student visa. 
Now we know that the university 
cannot provide any job opportuni- 
ties to us at all. It is illegal for for- 
eign students to work here unless 
we are hired in the institution’s 
student internship program.” 
Deliberate fraud 

Julie Ulloa-Heath, who was 
named president of Saipan Uni- 
versity on August 18 last year 
and resigned on October 17, told 
Beijing Today in an email Mon- 
day, that the university was not 
just a language school, but had 
been authorized by the CNMI 
Board of Regents, on a provi- 
sional basis, to offer bachelors 
degrees in social welfare, busi- 
ness administration and comput- 
er technology. 

She said that last September, 
when the first of the 88 Chinese 


‘We only have 
four hours of 
English classes 
per day. We have 
no textbooks at 
all, only 
photocopied 
teaching 
materials 
provided by the 
teachers.' 


On June 23 last year, Chi- 
na’s Ministry of Education es- 
tablished a system to alert 
those who want to study over- 
seas about illegal practices 
conducted by some interme- 
diary companies and over- 
seas educational institutions 
in student recruitment. 

In the past six months, 
13 such notices have been 
announced for high schools 
and universities offering lan- 
guage and vocational cours- 
es in countries including 
New Zealand, Canada and 
Sweden. 


students arrived on Saipan, they 
expressed dissatisfaction with the 
campus as well as the programs 
being offered. “These issues were 
brought to the attention of Dr. Park 
and he explained to me and the 
students that it was all a misun- 
derstanding,” she wrote. 

She says Kyung had assured 
her that the second group of Chi- 
nese students were aware that 
the university had only three de- 
gree programs, the current cam- 
pus, and that students being not 
allowed to work while studying. 
“Upon meeting the second lot of 
students, it was apparent that 
Dr. Park failed to tell the truth 
both to the students and to me.” 

At the end of last October, local 
media quoted Ulloa-Heath’s re- 
placement, Jesus Taisague, as say- 
ing that the school was “seriously 
working” on the issue of accredita- 
tion. “Before we even initiate a pro- 


cess (for accreditation) there are 
several things that have to be put 
in place, otherwise it would be pre- 
mature for us to initiate the pro- 
cess. The State Board of Regents 
required (us to have a) library, the 
computer laboratory and the gen- 
eral facility itself,” he was reported 
as saying. 

In the middle of last Novem- 
ber, Taisague was quoted in local 
newspaper, the Mariana Variety, as 
saying there had been a “miscom- 
munication” between Kyung and 
the students. The report said Tais- 
ague says the student permit to 
be issued to the students takes 
time to process, as the Department 
of Immigration requires that ev- 
ery Chinese document submitted 
must have an accompanying no- 
tarized English translation, and 
that some students had failed to 
provide the English translation of 
their birth certificates. 

A teacher at the university 
who requested anonymity sent 
an email to Beijing Today, ac- 
cusing Taisague of complicity in 
what he described as a scheme 
to defraud the Chinese students, 
however, Taisague has so far de- 
clined to make any comment. 

Investigation 

Early this week the FBI start- 
ed seizing money placed in dif- 
ferent bank accounts allegedly 
derived from the scheme. Mari- 
ana Variety reports court docu- 
ments showed that the warrants 
issued covered the $39,000 in an 
account at Bank of Hawaii on 
Saipan held in the name of the 
university president Jesus Tais- 
ague, and $63,000 in an account 
at Bank of Guam on Guam held 
in the name of a Michael Lee. 

The report further states that 
the warrants also cover funds in 
Bank of Guam accounts held on 
Saipan in the name of Saipan 
University and $15,000 on Guam 
in the name of American Inter- 
national University. 

In an affidavit, the FBI stat- 
ed that there is probable cause to 
believe that the bank funds were 
derived from proceeds traceable 
to the fraud. 

The FBI said it inspected a 
marketing brochure used in the 
scheme which states that AIU is 
the sister school of Saipan Uni- 
versity and Tinian University. 

The FBI said analysis of bank 
records show that deposits total- 
ing $240,000 were made in the 
Bank of Guam account in the 


names of the students. This ac- 
count, the FBI said, was opened 
by Kyung in the name of Tinian 
University, which later became 
Saipan University. 

Jenn Castro, communications 
manager of the Public Informa- 
tion and Protocol Office, Office 
of the Governor, CNMI, sent an 
email to Beijing Today Wednes- 
day, saying attorney general Pam 
Brown and legal counsel Steve 
Newman met Wednesday morn- 
ing with officials from the 
Chinese Economic Development 
Association (CEDA) to discuss 
issues surrounding Saipan Uni- 
versity. She said association pres- 
ident Wang Peiwen expressed 
they were pleased with the way 
the CNMI Government was han- 
dling the situation, and with 
the government’s efforts in pro- 
tecting the Saipan University 
students. “They are especially 
pleased with the federal govern- 
ment’s actions in freezing the 
bank accounts of Saipan Univer- 
sity and those of the alleged con- 
spirators,” she wrote. 

According to Castro, the 
Babauta administration assured 
CEDA that it will do whatever 
is necessary to ensure the stu- 
dents tuition fees are refunded. 
“This situation is considered a 
high priority for the CNMI gov- 
ernment,” she said. 

Acting governor Diego Bena- 
vente was quoted in Mariana Va- 
riety last week as saying, “We 
felt that this is a critical issue. 
Not only do we want to show our 
ability to enforce our laws and 
make sure that all these individ- 
uals are protected, but we also 
want to relay the strong mes- 
sage that the CNMI (is address- 
ing the issue)... We want to let 
it be known that this matter is 
very important to us.” 

“It is imperative that I also 
note that in addition to official 
government action, local Com- 
monwealth citizens have volun- 
teered to collect food and other 
donations to ensure the well- 
being of these PRC nationals,” 
stressed legal counsel Steve New- 
man. 

Help still needed 

On December 23, the Depart- 
ment of Labor of CNMI granted 
the 88 Chinese students 30-day 
temporary work permits while 
waiting for the decision on the 
fraud case. 

“But only around 30 of us 
have found jobs till now,” Cai Hu 
said. “They are mostly under 25 
and speak Korean, as most fac- 
tories here are garment manu- 
facturers owned by Koreans.” He 
says the students unable to find 
jobs are out of money. “We cannot 
borrow from each other,” he said. 
“We only brought around $800 
with us,” he said. 

“I can’t face going back,” Cai 
said. He borrowed $9,000 to cover 
all his fees and accommodation 
charges at the university. “Com- 
pared with some of my class- 
mates I am a little bit lucky,” he 
said, “We just want to be refund- 
ed and to be compensated both 
economically and spiritually.” 

Chen Gang borrowed around 
60,000 yuan from the bank to 
study at Saipan University. “I 
just wanted to live better,” he 
said. “My salary was pretty high 
in Yanji, around 1,000 yuan 
compared with the average of 
120 yuan for most people there,” 
he said. 



Ministry 

Announces 

Second 


Suspected 
Sars Case 


By Zhu Shida 

Another suspected 
SARS case has been 
found in Guangdong, 
the Chinese Ministry 
of Public Health 
announced yesterday 
afternoon. The case 
is unrelated to that 
of the patient earlier 
confirmed to have 
contracted SARS, 
who was discharged 
from hospital 
yesterday, according 
to Xinhua. 

From 10 am 
Wednesday to 10 am 
Thursday, there were 
no reports of further 
suspected SARS 
cases. 

The suspected 
SARS patient is a 
restaurant waitress, 
20, a native of 
Shangcai county in 
Zhumadian in Henan. 
She felt 

uncomfortable on 
December 25, ran a 
fever the next day 
and was hospitalized 
at the fever clinic 
at the No.1 Hospital 
of theYuexiu District 
of Guangzhou on 
December 31 of last 
year. 

On the afternoon of 
January 7, a group 
of medical scientists 
determined that the 
patient was 
suspected of 
suffering from SARS 
and was transferred 
to the city’s No. 8 
Hospital. Futher 
epidemiological and 
laboratory studies are 
now underway. 

The patient has 
been in a stable 
condition for the last 
seven days and her 
temperature has 
returned to normal. 

No fever cases 
have appeared from 
among the 48 people 
who had close 
contact with her or 
from 52 others who 
had general contact 
with her. 

None of those who 
had contact with the 
first SARS patient 
developed a fever and 
the last of them were 
released from 
isolation yesterday. 
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China’s ‘Big Four’ Eye Commercial 
Banks in Beal Sense 


The State Council’s capital 
injection into the Bank of China 
and China Construction Bank 
was a “very unusual and com- 
pletely new” reform that targets 
the country’s massive state- 
owned commercial bank system, 
economists said Tuesday 

The State Council announced 
early Tuesday morning that it 
has finished a capital injection 
into the two banks selected for 
joint-stock reform, using US $45 
billion of the nation’s foreign 
exchange reserve. 

Yi Xianrong, director of the 
financial development institute 
of the Chinese Academy of Social 
Sciences, said that the Chinese 
government has mapped out a 
detailed reform plan for turning 
the two state-owned commercial 
banks into “commercial banks in 
the real sense.” 

“The plan absorbs sufficient 
overseas experience and boasts 
great feasibility,” he said in 
an exclusive interview with 


Xinhua. 

Observers noted the move 
is aimed to help state-owned 
banks to mitigate the existing 
and potential financial risks to a 
great extent and sharpen their 
competitive edge in the face 
of foreign rivals entering the 
domestic market after the coun- 
try’s accession into the World 
Trade Organization. 

China has promised to open 
its banking business - in all 
places and all currencies - to for- 
eign banks by 2006. However, the 
four major state-owned commer- 
cial banks are still beleaguered by 
lack of corporate governance, high 
non-performing loan (NPL) ratio 
and low capital adequacy ratio. 

Central bank figures show 
that the “big four” - Bank of 
China, China Construction 
Bank, Industrial and Commer- 
cial Bank of China and Agri- 
cultural Bank of China - had 
outstanding NPL amounting to 
1.99 trillion yuan (239.76 billion 


US dollars) by the end of last 
September. 

This represents a NPL ratio 
of 21.4 percent, 13 percentage 
points more than the country’s 
11 joint-stock commercial banks 
and even more than those well- 
known foreign banks. 

“This has aroused great con- 
cern from China’s leadership,” 
said Qiu Zhaoxiang, director of 
the financial research institute 
of the University of Interna- 
tional Business and Economics. 

A decision of the Communist 
Party of China Central Com- 
mittee has clearly pointed out 
that China will choose eligible 
state-owned commercial banks 
to conduct joint-stock reform, 
replenish capital in cash and 
create conditions for listing. 

Wu Xiaoqiu, a financial 
research fellow of the People’s 
University of China, predicted 
that the two pilot banks would 
be listed in the stock market in 
the foreseeable future so as to 


collect funds for their business 
expansion and risk control. 

The Bank of China and Con- 
struction Bank of China made 
profits of 40 billion to 50 billion 
yuan (4.82 billion to 6.02 billion 
US dollars) each in 2003; among 
the “big four” state-owned banks, 
Bank of China boasts the best 
financial conditions and Con- 
struction Bank boasts the best 
asset quality. 

The two banks’ pilot reform 
would offer experience for other 
state-owned banks, Wu said. 

He noted that joint-stock 
reform and stock listing create 
only a platform for the market- 
based operation of state-owned 
banks. But it do not mean that 
all the problems the banks face 
can be solved. Rather, the banks 
must strengthen their internal 
control in line with corporate 
governance so as to become 
modern commercial banks with 
competitiveness in the interna- 
tional market. (Xinhua) 


CSRC Takes Over Southern Securities 


By Zhao Hongyi 

China Southern Securities, one 
of the country’s oldest securities 
brokers, was taken over jointly by 
China Security Regulatory Com- 
mission (CSRC) and the Shenzhen 
government on January 2. The 
reason given by CSRC is that the 
company “lacks the ability to bail 
itself out of trouble.” 

Established in September 
1992, the Shenzhen-based secu- 
rities broker operated smoothly 
throughout the 1990s. In 2002, 
it increased its business capital 
to 3.46 billion yuan by issuing 
additional shares. But since then, 
problems such as lack of internal 
management and business mis- 


handling have adversely affected 
the company’s balance sheet and 
financial strength. 

CSRC has tightened its super- 
vision over the company in 
recent years, providing business 
assessing and adjusting advices 
and capital needed for its trans- 
action clearances. 

“But all the measures have 
failed to help the company get 
out of the trouble,” said Niu 
Guanxing, leader of the newly 
appointed management group in 
Shenzhen on January 2. 

Sources close to Southern 
Securities explained the broker’s 
problems exist mainly in its 
investment business segment. A 


reevaluation of the shares held 
will be conducted, and shares 
with potentiality will be kept, 
while those with bad perfor- 
mance will be sold. 

The take over led to several 
days of selling pressure on 
the stock market. Many shares 
held by Southern Securities 
saw their prices decline soon 
after the step was announced 
last Friday. But those that 
have performed well in the 
past years, such as Southern 
Airlines, Harbin Pharmaceu- 
ticals and Harbin Auto, have 
been relatively unaffected. 

Unlike the cancellation of 
the Changchun-based Xinhua 


Securities last month, South- 
ern Securities will continue 
operations. “The takeover won’t 
stop the company doing busi- 
ness,” said Niu, in an effort to 
ease market nervousness. “The 
purpose (of the takeover) is to 
prevent possible financial tur- 
moil brought by the broker’s 
further deterioration.” 

But one thing is clear, large 
shareholders of Southern Securi- 
ties are seeing big losses. Beijing 
Capital and Shanghai Auto are 
the biggest investors of the com- 
pany. Other big losers include 
Handan Iron and Steel, Neptu- 
nus Bio, Sinopec Zhongyuan Oil 
and Gas, and Ancai Hi-tech. 


Legal Service Organizations 
to be Regulated 


China will ban unauthorized legal 
services organizations in 2004, in an 
effort to regulate the market, Minis- 
ter of Justice Zhang Fusen said here 
Wednesday. 

Zhang explained that some legal 
services organizations do not meet 
operational requirements, and some 
have been set up without approval. 

Meanwhile, different organizations 
are supervised by different government 
organs, which has resulted in unclear 
and overlapping management. 

The Ministry of Justice, Ministry 
of Civil Affairs and State Administra- 
tion for Industry and Commerce made 
a joint inspection of the legal services 
market in seven provinces in 2003, 
and submitted a proposal for rectify- 
ing the market to the State Council. 

Zhang that lawyers and law offices 
are the mainstay of the legal services 
market, but other legal services orga- 
nizations would be retained in rural 


areas due to a shortage of lawyers 
and law offices there. In cities, these 
organizations will withdraw from law- 
suits gradually, and specifically pro- 
vide public legal counseling. 

Meanwhile, China will take mea- 
sures to regulate the conduct of law- 
yers, and improve their professional 
ethics and credibility, Zhang said. “We 
hope that lawyers will be trustworthy 
and not charge irrationally high fees,” 
he added. 

The Ministry of Justice and the 
Supreme People’s Court will issue a 
joint regulation to supervise the con- 
duct of and exchanges between law- 
yers and judges in lawsuits. 

So far, some 20 provinces keep 
credibility records for legal services 
workers, and the ministry plans to 
promote this in 2004, according to 
Zhao Dacheng, director of the min- 
istry’s Lawyers and Notarial Affairs 
Department. (Xinhua) 


Investment Abroad 
Procedures Simplified 


By Zhang Ran 

The Ministry of Commerce, 
together with the Ministry of Finance 
and the State Administration of For- 
eign Exchange (SAFE), have released 
a series of reform measures to encour- 
age investment abroad in the manu- 
facturing sector. 

The reforms included authorizing 
local governments to pass investment 
applications of less than US $3 mil- 
lion, reducing requirement for mate- 
rials and papers for examination and 
some other measures to simplify pro- 
cedure, the ministry said in a news 
release issued on Monday. 

Besides the above measures, the 
ministry also issued national direc- 
tories on textile and home electricity 
fields to provide information on local 


investment environment, and bilat- 
eral trade and cooperation history 
with China, to help domestic enter- 
prises to make a better choice before 
investment. 

An information platform has been 
set up to facilitate investment abroad. 
The ministry has also built enter- 
prise and projects databases related 
to investment abroad. News and infor- 
mation are delivered via internet. 

Figures from the ministry show 
that in the January-November 
period, Chinese investors poured US 
$1.74 billion abroad, and set up 
448 new joint-funded enterprises 
based in foreign countries or regions. 
These figures surged by 91.6 percent 
and 45.5 percent respectively, year- 
on-year. 


Illegal land and 
Resources Deals 
to be Curbed 

China will step up its efforts to curb illegal allo- 
cation of land resources and illegal mining this year, 
and cases involving senior officials will be a priority. 

Sun Wensheng, Minister of Land and Resources, 
told a national meeting on land and resources, 
that some leading officials and departments have 
approved land deals in contravention of laws and 
regulations for personal gain in recent years. 

The government moved last year to rectify the 
land market, and most localities that illegally 
delegated the power of approving land deals to 
subordinate government departments have taken 
back such rights. 

The ministry has made public nine cases of unau- 
thorized use of land for commercial or industrial 
projects in the past two months. 

The minister said China would popularize the 
use of satellite and remote sensing technology to 
monitor land resources, and set up a hotline for the 
general public to report illegal land and resource 
deals, and will continue to make public major ille- 
gal land deals and development projects through the 
mass media. 

China has canceled 2,720 development zones of 
various kinds to curb illegal land use and protect its 
cultivated land resources, which has caused a dras- 
tic reduction of farmland in recent years and led to 
tens of thousands of farmers losing their land for 
very little compensation to industrial and commer- 
cial development projects. 

The ministry plans to reclaim 170,000 hectares 
from such development zones where most of the land 
has been left unused. 

Of the country’s 3,837 development zones and 
industrial parks, only 1,251 were approved by 
the State Council and provincial governments - 
the only two levels of government with the right 
to endorse such land use, according to statistics 
released by the ministry. 

Meanwhile, the ministry and local departments 
in charge of the sector will improve the way the land 
use rights are transferred by increasing transpar- 
ency and competition. 

The proportion of land plots auctioned for land- 
use rights will be increased to 33 percent, from the 
current 15 percent, in an effort to curb illegal trad- 
ing in land-use rights. (Xinhua) 


Public Security Review 


Public Security Review 

Crimes reported to the 110 emergency service declined 
by 8.3 percent, compared to the previous week and Beijing 
police have arrested 111 suspects following investigations. 

Break-ins and auto thefts still accounted for the major- 
ity of reported crimes. 

The break-ins mostly occurred in Dongcheng, Chaoyang, 
Haidian and Fengtai districts at night and in the early 
morning. 

Unenclosed residential complexes and unguarded houses 
again were the most common sites for break-ins to occur. 

Most reported robberies were committed crimes at lightly 
populated locations such as walkways between residential 
complexes, underpasses, crossroads, overpasses and bus 
stops in Chaoyang, Haidian and Fengtai. 

Swindles utilizing mobile phone short messages have 
been a recent target of the police. 

A resident in Fengtai recently lost 50,000 yuan as a 
result of attempting to buy an illegally imported BMW, com- 
municating with the supposed seller via SMS. 

(Information provided by Beijing Public Security 
Bureau) 


Average Tariff Rate 
Cut Further 


By Hou Mingxin 

China has started to reduce 
its average import tariff rate 
from the current 11 percent to 
10.4 percent, in accordance with 
commitments made to the World 
Trade Organization (WTO). 

An announcement to this 
effect was made after the 
planned tariff cuts were agreed 
to by the State Council, Beijing 
Youth Daily reported on 
Monday. 

During 2003, China reduced 
its average import tariff rate 


from 12 percent to the present 
level. The previous year marked 
a steeper cut, from a 15.3 per- 
cent average import tariff rate. 

The tariff cuts announced 
last Thursday means the 
world’s most populous country 
has nearly completed the low- 
ering of tariffs that was part of 
the requirements for entering 
the WTO. 

China joined the WTO in 
December 2001, promising to 
cut average import tariffs to 9.8 
percent by 2010. 


Purple Line to Protect Cultural 
Heritage 


By Zhang Ran 

A so-called “purple line” is 
being employed in China to 
protect historical and cultur- 
ally significant urban sites. 
Monday’s Beijing Youth Daily 
reports a new rule titled Urban 
Purple Line Administrative 
Methods, issued by the Minis- 
try of Construction, will take 
effect from February 1. 

According to the ministry, 
the “purple line” refers to his- 
torical and cultural sites nom- 
inated by state and provincial 
governments plus historical 
buildings named by prefec- 


tural governments. In future, 
town planning should draw 
a clear line of demarcation 
to protect such historical and 
cultural buildings. 

According to the rule, con- 
structions inside the “purple 
line” should be subject to cer- 
tain review procedures, includ- 
ing judgment by experts. 
Inside the “purple line,” large 
scale demolition, rebuilding 
that might transform the his- 
torical or cultural features of 
the sites and demolition or 
damage to protected buildings 
are banned. 


Foreign Employees to 
Pay Personal Income Tax 


By Zhang Bo 

According last Thursday’s 
Beijing Youth Daily , the Beijing 
Local Taxation Bureau requires 
all foreign employees in Beijing 
to pay their personal income 
tax from January 1, 2004. The 
bureau also reiterated the 
related regulations on personal 
income tax. 

China’s Ministry of Finance 
has stipulated that foreign 
employees earning wages tem- 
porarily in China from foreign 
employers should pay personal 
income tax. As such enterprises 
are not endowed with right to 
pre-collect the tax, some foreign- 
ers evade their obligation to pay 


income tax. 

In accordance with regula- 
tions set by the State Admin- 
istration of Taxation, Beijing 
Local Taxation Bureau recently 
put forward four related stipu- 
lations. 

The stipulations prescribe 
that taxes paid by foreigners 
employed by foreign enterprises 
and organizations are to be pre- 
collected and then paid to tax- 
ation organs by their resident 
missions in Beijing. Foreign enter- 
prises and organizations failing 
to fulfill the obligation to pre-col- 
lect and pay the taxes will be pun- 
ished in accordance with related 
taxation laws and regulations. 


Citibank and HSBC to Issue 
Credit Cards 


By Hou Mingxin 

US-based Citibank and UK- 
based HSBC Holdings have 
become the first foreign banks 
to win approval to issue credit 
cards in China, Beijing Youth 
Daily reported Thursday. 

HSBC will issue the cards 
in conjunction with the Bank of 
Shanghai, in which it has an 
eight percent stake, the report 
said. 

Citibank will team up with 
Shanghai Pudong Development 
Bank. Citigroup, Citibank’s 
parent company, has a 4.62 per- 
cent stake in the listed Chinese 
lender. 


There are currently some 
560 million bank cards in use 
in China, most of them deposit- 
backed debit cards, industry 
sources say. 

Less than one percent of 
these bank cards are true 
credit cards, partly because 
there is no unified credit 
appraisal system to help banks 
determine a client’s creditwor- 
thiness, analysts say. 

The Bank of China issued 
China’s first credit card, the 
Great Wall card, in 1986. Chi- 
na’s shuttered banking indus- 
try is expected to be fully open 
to foreign lenders by 2007. 
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Capital Hosts CiPA Promotion 


By James Liu 

The Promotion Week for 
the Mainland/Hong Kong and 
Mainland/Macao Closer Eco- 
nomic Partnership Agreement 
(CEPA), which is aimed at 
strengthening economic ties 
between the Chinese mainland 
and the Hong Kong and Ma- 
cao special administrative re- 
gions (SAR), started in Beijing 
on Wednesday. The 10-day ac- 
tivity will include a serious of 
events, headlined by the CEPA 
Forum held at the Kerry Cen- 
ter that and the following day 

Jointly organized by the 
China Council for the Pro- 
motion of International Trade 
(CCPIT), the Hong Kong SAR 
government and the Macao 
SAR government, the CEPA 
promotion activities are in- 
tended to introduce Hong Kong 
and Macao’s service trades, 
tourism resorts and original 
products to mainland business 
partners. 

Under the CEPA arrange- 
ment, which took effect on Jan- 
uary 1, 311 Hong Kong and 


Macao products are exempt 
from tariffs when exported to 
the mainland. Zero tariffs will 
apply to all Hong Kong goods 
no later than January 1, 2006. 

“We are planning to es- 
tablish an office and stores 
in Beijing this year, then 
we can enter Shanghai and 
Guangzhou,” K.S. Yeung, se- 
nior product designer with 
Hong Kong-based Teamwise 
International, an exporter and 
manufacturer of watches, 
leather goods and fashion ac- 
cessories, told Beijing Today 
on Wednesday. 

Mainland consumers are 
looking forward to the entry 
of low-price Hong Kong and 
Macao products. Local media 
have reported that special 
stores selling Hong Kong 
products should open in 
Beijing before May 1. 

Three large shopping cen- 
ters, including SCITECH Pla- 
za, Landao Plaza and Full 
Link Plaza, have arranged to 
set up special counters to sell 
products from Hong Kong. 



A lion dancing team greeted participants at the opening ceremony for the ten-day CEPA Promotion Week at the Kerry Center on Wednesday. 

Photo by Lou Ge 


Automakers 
to Double IV 
Production 
Capacity 


By James Liu 

Chinese automaker 

Dongfeng Motor Corp. and 
its French partner PSA 
Peugeot Citroen 

announced Tuesday in 
Beijing that the two sides 
plan to invest 600 million 
euros to double the pro- 
duction capacity of their 
joint venture, Dongfeng 
Peugeot Citroen Automo- 
biles (DPCA), and intro- 
duce new models between 
now and 2006. 

The annual production 
capacity of the joint ven- 
ture, based in Wuhan, Hu- 
bei Province, will increase 
from the current 150,000 
units to 300,000 units in 
2006, Miao Wei, Dongfeng 
president, announced at 
the press conference. 

The joint venture would 
introduce three platforms 
from PSA Peugeot Citroen 
for producing small, medi- 
um and large cars by 2006 
at a total cost of 2.58 billion 
yuan, Miao said. The joint 
venture plans to launch 
the Peugeot 307 hatchback 
in the first quarter of this 
year and a small-sized car 
next year. 


The joint venture’s sales 
exceeded 100,000 units last 
year for the first time, up 
from around 85,000 units 
in 2002. Since it was es- 
tablished in 1992, DPCA 
has produced more than 
400,000 cars. 

At the same time, Dong- 
feng and PSA are moving 
to each hold 50-50 stakes 
in the joint venture by buy- 
ing stock from other share- 
holders. “To date, Dongfeng 
has acquired a 32 percent 
share in the JV,” Miao Wei 
told Beijing Today , “and 
PSA owns 25.6 percent.” 

Dongfeng also operates 
three domestic joint ven- 
tures with automakers 
Honda and Nissan of Ja- 
pan and South Korea’s Kia 
Motors. 

“We need new capacity 
to hit our targets in Chi- 
na,” said Jean-Martin Folz, 
chief executive officer of 
PSA Peugeot Citroen. The 
joint venture aims to sell 
more than 140,000 cars 
this year. 

Last year, China’s total 
vehicle output reached 4.3 
million units, including two 
million passenger cars. 



DPCA plans to release the Pluriel convertible in 2005. 


Appliance Retailers Balk at Card Commission Charges 


By James Liu 

Use of bank cards to make 
payments is becoming more pop- 
ular in China and people are get- 
ting used to carrying less cash. 
There are currently around 560 
million bank cards in use in 
this country, over 90 percent 
of which are debit cards. How- 
ever, some home appliance chain 
stores in Shanghai, Chengdu, 
and Chongqing have refused to 
accept payment by bank card be- 
cause they do not like the heavy 
commission fees charged by the 
issuing banks. 

Ma Yawei, General Manager 
Assistant of Shanghai Yongle 
Home Appliance Store, told Chi- 
na Youth Daily on December 24 
that his store would struggle if 


banks did not lower their com- 
mission fees. In Shanghai, card 
issuing banks collect one percent 
of the total of every transaction 
made with their cards. Accord- 
ing to Ma, Yongle’s annual sales 
volume paid by card is 1.4 bil- 
lion yuan, meaning the company 
should hand over 140 million 
yuan to local banks, a figure 
equivalent to Yongle’s net sales 
profit. 

Gome, another nationwide 
home appliance giant, is con- 
fronting the same problem. Its 
Chengdu branch shut off dozens 
of card-swiping terminals and re- 
turned them to the local Indus- 
trial and Commercial Bank of 
China on November 15 last year. 

The issue is complicated by the 


fact that commission fees differ 
by region. In Jiangsu, Zhejiang, 
Guangzhou and Fuzhou provinc- 
es, commission fees have been 
dropped to 0.5 percent of trans- 
action value. However, current 
People’s Bank of China (PBOC) 
regulations set commission fee 
for supermarkets and depart- 
ment stores at one percent of 
transaction value. 

In order to encourage further 
use of banking cards, the PBOC 
has decided to lower card com- 
mission fees to 0.8 percent of 
transaction value for most busi- 
nesses starting March 1. Super- 
markets, gas stations and airline 
ticket offices will receive bene- 
ficial treatment with a commis- 
sion level of 0.4 percent. 


Chinese Farmers Question Japanese Seed IPR Protection 


By Zhao Hongyi 

Lu Baijun, a resident of Cixi, 
Zhejiang Province, has for years 
earned a good living exported 
vegetables to Japan. However, 
this year, he is afraid that profits 
could turn to losses following new 
demands by the Japanese gov- 
ernment that vegetable exporters 
pay fees for seeds that originated 
or were developed in Japan. 

His company, Cixi Vegetables 
Development Co., runs a small veg- 
etable processing plant that ex- 
ports 10,000 tons of dehydrated 
vegetables each year, 80 percent of 
which goes to Japan. Japanese im- 
porters have long insisted that Lu’s 
enterprise use seeds from Japan to 
ensure the produce will meet Jap- 
anese consumers’ tastes. 


That did not present a problem 
until the Japanese government 
set a regulation last November 
requiring all foreign users of 
seeds from Japan to pay intellec- 
tual property rights fees. Japa- 
nese importers of products from 
Chinese exporters that have not 
paid these fees can face fines of 
3 million to 100 million Yen (ap- 
proximately 234,00 yuan to 7.8 
million yuan) and up to three 
years in prison. The new regula- 
tion takes effect on April 1. 

“It’s a new type of trade pro- 
tectionism,” Lu complained, as 
quoted in Beijing Youth Daily 
last week. 

Chen Zhifu, chairman of the 
Ningbo Plants Processing Indus- 
trial Confederation, agrees. “The 


new regulation is targeted at Chi- 
na’s agricultural exports to Ja- 
pan,” he said. China is the largest 
exporter of agricultural products 
to Japan, and most such products 
are grown from seeds brought in 
from Japan. 

“These fees will further 
squeeze our limited profits,” add- 
ed Chen. 

Mao Peicheng, vice president 
of Haitong Food Group Co., which 
exports ‘Kaiz’ brand food prod- 
ucts to Japan, is not concerned 
about the new regulations. 

“The Japanese have imposed 
barriers to our products from 
time to time,” Mao said, “But we 
have overcome most of the diffi- 
culties. The best way to respond 
is to optimize our own products.” 


Sen-labeled Brands Pave way for Retailers 


By James Liu 

Domestic chain store compa- 
nies are developing a growing 
number of goods under their own 
brand-names as a way to survive 
increasingly stiff competition in 
the retail sector. 

Though the branding business 
model was introduced by interna- 
tional retail giants like Carrefour 
and Auchan, Chinese discount 
stores are moving quickly to de- 
velop self-labeled products like- 
ly priced lower than their foreign 
rivals. 

Pei Shengxi, manager of 
Auchan’s Beijing branch, told 
Beijing Business Today on Decem- 


ber 31 that most of the time, prod- 
ucts under a retailer’s own brand 
carry relatively low prices. 

The B&Q home improvement 
superstore on the West Fourth Ring 
Road in Haidian District stocks 
more than 300 products carrying 
its own label. Chen Haiyan from 
the retailer’s marketing depart- 
ment said that B&Q brand prod- 
ucts are priced 20 to 30 percent 
below competing products on the 
market. “We will offer customers a 
new series of products every three 
months,” he told Beijing Today. 

However, none of these retail- 
ers have any expressed intention 
of entering manufacturing. They 


simply order the goods from manu- 
facturers and have their labels put 
on the products. 

“It is one of the effective ways to 
differentiate a retailer from rivals,” 
said Glen Murphy, managing direc- 
tor of ACNielsen China, at a sym- 
posium on China’s retail sector held 
last October. “The traditional meth- 
od of store expansion and retailer 
consolidation may not be sufficient 
to cope with an increasingly com- 
petitive retail market at present. 
Costs are comparatively lower for 
private labeled products, as retail- 
ers buy goods directly from select 
suppliers in large quantities with 
simple packaging.” 


Beck’s Is Back 


By Zhao Hongyi 

Belgium-based Interbrew, the world’s 
fourth largest beer producer, announced 
the return of its Beck’s beer label to China 
this year following its withdraw from the 
domestic market a decade ago, according 
to a report in the Asian Wall Street Jour- 
nal on December 31 last year. 

The company has announced plans to 
directly import several of its premium beer 


brands into this country and focus on the 
markets of southern and eastern China, 
particularly Shanghai and Guangzhou. As 
quoted in the Asian Wall Street Journal 
article, a company spokesman in Brussels 
explained that those cities have been tar- 
geted because “luxury consumption is ris- 
ing in those areas.” 

Interbrew entered the China market in 
1984 and has provided technical support to 


Beijing’s Five Star and Guangzhou’s Zhu- 
jiang beer brands. In 1997, it started steps 
to own stakes in domestic brewing and has 
acquired shares in the Nanjing, Jingling, 
KK, Lion and Pearl River brands. 

Ten years ago, Brauerei Beck & Co., 
the original owner of Beck’s, began brew- 
ing the beer in Wuhan, Hubei Province. 
However, due to poor internal manage- 
ment, the label was hammered by the 
proliferation of cheap domestic brands. 
Brauerei Beck sold the China joint ven- 
ture to US-based Anheuser-Busch for 
$50 million and pulled out of the domes- 


tic market in 1995. In 2001, it unloaded 
the entire Beck’s brand to Interbrew for 
$2.24 billion. 

The import flow is likely to be short- 
lived as a result of China’s high taxes 
on imported beer. Most foreign companies 
have moved to domestic production or ac- 
quiring shares in Chinese breweries in 
order to share in the profits of China’s 
massive beer market. Interbrew is expect- 
ed to follow a similar strategy, as many 
market analysts have predicted the com- 
pany may purchase shares in Zhejiang 
Province-based Lion Beer. 


First Joint life Insurer 
Opens Local HQ 

By Su Wei 

The ceremony for the launch of 
Skandia-BSAM Life Insurance, held 
at the China Millennium Monument 
on Wednesday, marked the start of 
business for the first joint venture 
life insurance company headquar- 
tered in Beijing. Later that day, 
Chinese movie star Pu Cunxin and 
basketball superstar Yao Ming put 
in reservations to purchase policies 
from the firm. 

The joint venture was established 
by Skandia Insurance, a Swedish 
company specializing in long term 
savings and protection, and Beijing 
State-Owned Assets Management, 
a company directly managed by 
the Beijing Municipal Government 
which operates in a wide range of 
fields. The two sides each hold equal 
50 percent shares in the venture. 

Skandia-BSAM is giving priority 
to unit-linked insurance products in 
the Chinese market, with a focus on 
providing broad and long-term sav- 
ings and investment solutions for 
both individuals and institutions. 
Unlike most insurers that use agen- 
cy models, Skandia-BSAM will co- 
operate with local companies under 
the principle of mutual development 
and benefit. 

According to a statement made 
by Beijing Vice Mayor Lu Hao at 
the opening ceremony, in 2002, insur- 
ance sales in the capital surpassed 
26 billion yuan, with life insurance 
accounting for 16 billion yuan. “Look- 
ing forward 25 years, I am sure that 
Skandia in China, along with our 
partners, will be successful in what I 
am sure by then will be the largest 
insurance market in the world,” add- 
ed Alan Wilson, Skandia executive 
president. 

Certificates Required 
for Travel Service 
Management 

By Zhao Hongyi 

In a notice issued on December 
29, the Beijing Toursim Adminis- 
tration (BTA) urged managers of 
local companies in the travel ser- 
vices industry to obtain qualifica- 
tion certificates in the new year 
or risk dismissal from their posts 
in keeping with a previously re- 
leased regulation. 

It was the latest of the local watch- 
dog organization’s steps to consolidate 
and upgrade the quality of the per- 
sonnel and services in the tourism 
industry. The explosion of small and 
medium-sized travel agencies over the 
past several years has been attributed 
to causing a general decrease in tour- 
ism management quality. 

Of the 2,526 managers regis- 
tered in Beijing, nearly 46 percent 
do not possess proper certification, 
which requires passing a written 
examination. 

The certificates comes in four 
types, covering general managers 
and division chiefs for domestic and 
overseas travel services. 

There are currently over 15,500 
people working in the travel industry 
in Beijing, according to latest surveys 
released by the administration. 

First Europe-Guangzhou 
Air Route Opens 

By Sun Ming 

On Monday, Air France launched 
a new Paris to Guangzhou direct air 
route. 

The route makes the French air- 
line the first European carrier to 
fly to the largest city in southern 
China. Air France already oper- 
ates direct flights from the French 
capital to Hong Kong, Beijing and 
Shanghai. 

“Air France has been a forerunner 
in China for a long time,” said Jean- 
Cyril Spinetta, Air France Chair- 
man, on Monday in Guangzhou. “Air 
France was the first western airline 
to operate services to China, with the 
Paris-Shanghai route in 1966 and the 
Paris-Beijing route in 1973. Today Air 
France is once again the first Europe- 
an carrier to serve Guangzhou, and 
Europe’s first airline to serve four 
destinations in China.” 

China Southern and Air France 
signed a code-sharing agreement 
in Guangzhou on November 26 
last year to cover the Paris-Guang- 
zhou route. 

Direct flights between Paris and 
Guangzhou currently fly five times 
a week and service will go daily on 
June 14. 
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Bribery Case Rocks IBM 



AFP Photo 


Seoul, January 5 (Reuters) - Some 48 
South Korean government officials and 
corporate executives, mainly from IBM 
ventures, were charged with bribery in 
a case involving state contracts for com- 
puter parts and servers, prosecutors said 


on Monday 

The indictments followed an investi- 
gation into allegations that executives at 
IBM Korea, a wholly owned unit of US 
computer firm International Business 
Machines Corp., and LGIBMPC Corp., a 
joint venture with Korea’s LG Electron- 
ics Inc., had bribed government officials 
to bag the deals. 

The Seoul District Prosecutor’s Office 
said in a faxed statement that IBM Korea 
had won orders for servers and PC parts 
worth 51 billion won ($42.68 million) and 
LGIBMPC Corp. had won orders worth 
870 million won through the illegal col- 
lusive action. 

“IBM Korea and LGIBMPC Corp. 
bribed computer-related department 
officials at state-run corporations and 
colluded with them in auctions to 


supply servers and PC parts,” the state- 
ment said. 

IBM Korea issued a statement saying 
that the action of some employees vio- 
lated the firm’s strict code of business 
conduct. 

President Roh Moo-hyun has pledged 
to clamp down on corruption and shady 
business practices, with prosecutors 
spearheading a series of probes to cut 
ties between politicians, bureaucrats and 
businessmen. 

IBM Korea began operating in 1967 
and is one of the oldest foreign compa- 
nies in South Korea. 

The company leads South Korea’s 
server market with a share of 39.4 per- 
cent, while LGIBMPC ranks fourth in 
Korea’s PC and notebook market with a 
10 percent share. 


Analysts 9 Take: 

Multinational companies have posi- 
tive roles in stimulating capital flow, eco- 
nomic growth, trade promotion and job 
creation. But social values and principles 
are also vital aspects of development. 

Government supervision and legal reg- 
ulation are the main tools to keep order. 
But self-discipline is more important. 

As ‘ economic animals’, business enti- 
ties, including multinationals, are always 
profit -driven. The legal environment in 
developed countries is believed to be more 
sophisticated. But economic and business 
scandals do happen. 

— XinHouyuan, director of studies 
of multinational corporations , Chi- 
nese Academy of International Trade 
and Economic Cooperation 


PPL 

Therapeutics 
Sells Dolly 

London, January 2 (AP) - PPL 
Therapeutics said it has sold the 
technology behind Dolly the cloned 
sheep to Exeter Life Sciences for 
760,000 pounds. 

The cash deal comes after the bio- 
technology company lost its battle 
with investors to keep going follow- 
ing the failure of its main lung drug 
programme. 

The intellectual property used 
by PPL to create cloned sheep has 
never been used in any product 
development programmes - a con- 
firmation that technological break- 
throughs do not always translate 
into profits. 

As well as cloning Dolly the 
sheep in 1996, PPL was the first 
company to announce it had cloned 
pigs capable of providing organs for 
humans. 

Exeter Life Sciences is among 
a number of US firms awaiting 
a policy decision from the US 
Food and Drug Administration on 
whether milk and meat products 
from cloned cattle, pigs and goats 
are safe for consumers to eat. The 
outcome of the FDA review is 
expected later this year. 

Analysts 9 Take: 

True enough, applied and indus- 
trial use of cloning technologies still 
has a long way to go. 

Some kinds of genetically modi- 
fied crops are already being used for 
consumption, so long as the pack- 
aging is labeled. But cloned ani- 
mals need more time to prove their 
safety. 

Due to the relatively unso- 
phisticated level of technology at 
the moment, malformations, dead 
embryos and miscarriages are 
common in our laboratory experi- 
ments. This makes the industrial 
production of cloned animals far 
from cost-effective. 

In China, we are still relying on 
government budgets for the technol- 
ogy development. 

— Bai Xuejin , leading profes- 
sor in the cloning project , Lai- 
yang Agriculture College (The 
college produced China’s first 
cloned calf last October 8.) 

The uses of cloned animals can 
be divided into the production of 
food for consumption, organs for 
transplant, and proteins for medi- 
cal production. 

Countries throughout the world 
are encouraging cloning technology 
development for medical produc- 
tion, though under heavy scrutiny. 
Foods and organs are still the two 
forbidden areas. 

Industrialization of cloning tech- 
nology has a long way to go because 
it is far from mature. But that does 
not mean the market cannot play 
a role. On the contrary, so long as 
we are able to produce safe prod- 
ucts for sale, we can use the money 
generated to support the continuing 
development of the technology. 

— Yuan Sanping, general 
manager \ Qingdao Samuel’s 
Industrial and Commercial Co. 
(Samuel’s cloned the first goat 
in China. The company is using 
the technology in producing pro- 
teins for medical production.) 



Beauty vs. Jewelry 

Splendid jewelry is becoming a new export strength of India’s economy. The country is expected to 
export $10 billion worth ofjewlry in the fiscal year of 2003-2004. The first jewelry fair of the new year 
was held in New Dehli, January 7. Xinhua Photo 


Chile Signs 
Trade Deal 


Santiago, January 2 (Dow Jones) - 
Roughly a decade after the two sides 
started talking about it, a free trade 
agreement between the US and Chile 
finally went into effect today. 

The trade deal scraps tariffs on 
more than 85% of bilateral trade in con- 
sumer and industrial products imme- 
diately, with most remaining tariffs to 
be eliminated within four years. The 
deal was signed on June 6 after two 
years of talks and a decade after it was 
first discussed. 

Bilateral trade, now $3.6 billion a 
year, could jump to $5 billion over the 
next three to four years, according to 
Chilean government estimates. 

Chile’s economy is heavily depen- 
dent on exports, with foreign trade 
accounting for two thirds of its gross 
domestic product. So far, the country 
exports primarily commodities such 
as fishmeal, bleached wood pulp and 
- above all - copper. 

Chilean goods now enjoy duty- 
free status with most of the coun- 
try’s major industrialized partners 
but not in the fast-growing Asia- 
Pacific growth region - something the 
government hope to change. 

(Stephan Kueffner) 

Analysts 9 Take: 

Bilateral free trade agreements 
have replaced the free trade blocs 
popular in the late 1990s, because 
they are easier to adopt and handle. 

But a successful free trade agree- 
ment relies on the mutual benefits it 
brings. 

Chile has adopted market-oriented 
economic reform since Pinochet took 
power in 1973. Since Chile trans- 
formed into a democratic political 
system in 1991, US and Chilean eco- 
nomic ties have developed further. 

The US is pushing the establish- 
ment of the Free Trade Area of the 
Americas. It has to deal with the 
South American Common Market and 
Andean Community, both of which 
Chile has close relations with. The US 
expects Chile to persuade the develop- 
ing countries to participate. 

Chile will send a delegation to 
Beijing for discussions on bilateral 
free trade next month. 

— Wang Xiaoyan, researcher 
of Chilean Studies, Institute of 
Latin American Studies, CASS 


Egypt Crash Airline Denies Charges 


Cairo, January 5 (AFP) - Flash Air- 
lines, the Egyptian airline whose Boeing 
737 crashed in the Red Sea at the week- 
end with the loss of all 148 people on 
board, denied Swiss accusations of safety 
failings. 

Rejecting the Swiss charges that 
“serious shortcomings” had prompted a 
15-month-old ban on its aircraft entering 
Swiss airspace, Flash Airlines managing 
director Mohamed Nour told AFP no fail- 
ings had ever been found on either of its 
planes to justify the sanction. 

He rejected the Swiss charge that 
the shortcomings found included main- 
tenance problems with the engines and 
flight controls. Nour insisted the Swiss 
ban had nothing to do with safety, but 
was connected to the airline’s failure to 
provide the necessary paperwork for its 
registration. 

Switzerland is not the only country to 
have raised safety concerns about the air- 



Rescue workers battled high waves to free bodies 
from the wreckage of an aircraft which crashed 
into the sea off the West African state of Benin, 
killing 139 people on December 25, 2003. 

Reuters Photo 

line. Airport officials in Athens said a Flash 
Boeing was forced to make an emergency 
landing there in October 2002 following 
an engine fire. 

However Egyptian officials have leapt 
to the private charter carrier’s defence 
and French Transport Minister Gilles de 


Robien said Monday that Flash recently 
underwent successful tests in France and 
had a “good reputation”. 

Analysts 9 Take: 

The latest statistics collected by the 
International Civil Aviation Organization 
show that 1,204 people died in air crashes 
in 2003, the lowest since 1945. 

But the number of deaths in individ- 
ual accidents has increased to an unprec- 
edented level, including the 148 deaths in 
the Flash Airlines’ crash in the Red Sea 
and 139 deaths in the crash of Guinea 
Airline’s Boeing 727 at Cotonou Airport, 
Benin on December 25. 

Flight safety demands attention from 
all parties in the aviation industry. Tech- 
nological progress and excellent mainte- 
nance are the two main ways to prevent 
accidents. 

— Zhang Linli, director, air trans- 
portation management office, CAAC 
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BusinessWeek Names 
and Shames 

New York, January 4 (Kyodo- 
News) - BusinessWeek picked the 
20 “worst” managers, including 
Citigroup Chairman and CEO 
Sandy Weill and others once 
touted as good managers at big 
multinational firms. 

The magazine also picked 
“best manager” for 2002, includ- 
ing Microsoft’s Steven Ballmer, 
Toyota’s president Fujio Cho, 
Sony Computer Entertainment’s 
CEO Ken Kudaragi, and Canon’s 
Fujio Mitarai. 

The lists of the managers of 
the year are featured in the Jan- 
uary 13 issue. 

Blair Ready for Euro 
in 2007 

London, January 7 (DeHavil- 
land News) - Prime Minister 
Tony Blair wants Britain to adopt 
the European single currency 
in 2007, and wants his govern- 
ment to publicly affirm a target 
date, despite protestations from 
Gordon Brown, according to The 
Independent newspaper. 

The newspaper says Blair will 
call a referendum soon after the 
next general election this year 
in order that the Treasury is 
given sufficient time to prepare 
the groundwork for the adoption 
of euro notes and coins. 

Boeing Delivers 281 Civil 
Planes 

Seattle, January 6 (AP) - 
Boeing Co. said it delivered 71 
commercial airplanes in the 
fourth quarter of 2003, bringing 
its total for the year to 281 - a 
significant drop from 381 in 2002 
and 527 in 2001. 

The Chicago-based company 
is expected to be displaced by 
Europe’s Airbus as the world’s 
largest commercial jet manu- 
facturer when Airbus reports 
its full-year figures. Airbus had 
delivered 263 planes through the 
third quarter. 

Citigroup Sued in 
Parmalat Scandal 

Parma, Italy, January 6 (Reuters) 

Three financial companies 
involved in the Parmalat scandal 
are being sued by US lawyers. 

Citigroup is charged with the 
creation of “Buconero” - Italian 
for “Black Hole” - that is used for 
loans among units in the Parma- 
lat group. 

The Italian affiliate of Deloitte 
audited Parmalat’s group accounts, 
while Grant Thornton’s Italian 
affiliate certified the Cayman 
Islands unit at the center of the 
scandal. (Jacopo Barigazzi) 



AFP Photo 


Strikes Stump Alitalia 

Rome, January 7 (AFP) - Ita- 
ly’s national airline Alitalia can- 
celled 334 flights on Thursday 
due to disruption by striking air 
traffic controllers and local trans- 
port workers. 

The flight controllers trade 
union called an eight-hour work 
stoppage on Thursday to demand 
that their contracts, which 
expired two years ago, be 
renewed. Local transport work- 
ers are due to protest against the 
terms of a new contract signed 
last month on Friday. 

Employees at Alitalia are also 
calling for a strike on January 
19 to protest against a company 
restructuring plan that calls for 
1,800 jobs to be eliminated. 
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Cui Jun and his wife Deng Tong Photo by Wang Zhenlong 


By WangXiaoxiao 

N ew style marriage certificates 
have been put into use in Beijing 
since the first day of the new year 
and on that day, Cui Jun, a photo-journal- 
ist with Beijing Youth Daily , and his wife 
Deng Tong were the first two people in 
town to get the new documents. 

That morning, before the Chaoyang 


District Marriage Registration Office 
opened for work, a lot of couples hoping 
to receive new-version certificates on 
their first day of issue gathered in front 
of the office’s doors. 

Cui and Deng were among them. The 
two fell in love during the SARS period 
and decided to get married in November 
last year. Just a few days before New 


Year’s, Cui heard that the new marriage 
certificates would first be used in Beijing 
and set his mind to getting hold of the pre- 
mier pair. “It was not easy,” he recalled. 

The couple laid careful plans, first 
heading to the Marriage Registration Of- 
fice to book the first two certificates and 
then spending New Year’s Eve in a guest 
house just upstairs from the office. 


At around 9 am on January 1, in a 
solemn ceremony with surprisingly ex- 
tensive press coverage, Cui and Deng re- 
ceived their cherished certificates from 
Meng Jun, vice director of the Beijing 
Civil Affairs Bureau. The certificates 
carry registry numbers 101 and 102 be- 
cause the first 100 were kept by the gov- 
ernment. 


Cell Phone 

Strikes 

Back 

By Zhang Ran 

Director Feng Xiaogang’s 
new hit movie Cell Phone, 
playing at cinemas nation- 
wide, casts light on the 
dangers of cell phones to 
adulterers and the explosive 
results of deception between 
husbands and wives. Unfor- 
tunately, it apparently struck 
a dangerous nerve in a cou- 
ple in Tianjin last week. 

After watching the film at 
home, the two broke into a 
terrible argument that end- 
ed with the husband forceful- 
ly throwing his mobile phone 
at his wife’s head. The blow 
landed her in the hospital 
with a mild concussion. 

According to the Tianjin 
branch of Xinhua News 
Agency, the emergency room 
of the Tianjin No. 272 Hospi- 
tal admitted an unconscious 
Cao Fang (pseudonym) at 2 
pm on January 2. She had 
been knocked out cold by 
the cell phone launched by 
husband Tang Kai (pseud- 
onym), who seemed very re- 
gretful. According to Tang, 
Cell Phone was the cause of 
all the trouble. 

It all started when Tang 
and Cao bought a VCD copy 
of the movie, which tells the 
story of a man whose wife 
learns he is having an affair 
when she answers his mobile 
phone. 

Once the movie film was 
over, Cao asked to check 
Tang’s cell phone for traces 
of other women. Tang re- 
fused, only kindling his 
wife’s curiosity. Cao refused 
to relent and began chasing 
her husband around their 
apartment, trying to grab 
his phone. When she failed, 
she got upset and cast their 
lunch off the dining table 
and onto the floor. Tang 
responded by flinging the 
phone with rage-driven pow- 
er and accuracy. 



Thousands braved the icy waters atXiadu Park for the 26th Winter Swimming Competition on Sunday. 


Brim! 

By Guo Yuandan 

Thick-skinned swimmers clamored to the 
26th Winter Swimming Competition held 
at Xiadu Park in Yanqing County Sunday. 
The event was part of the ongoing Yanqing 
Ninth Ice and Snow Festival, which kicked 


off last Thursday. 

The competition pitted fearless swimmers 
in a challenge to cross the Gui River. Though 
this winter has been the warmest on record in 
decades, the river is still covered in ice. Thou- 
sands of swimmers showed up, the oldest of 
whom is 74 years old. 

The Ice and Snow Festival also includes 
displays of huge ice sculptures, winter sports 
activities as well as sightseeing and folk art 
performances . Photo by Zhou Jianqiang 


Tracing the Steps of Marco Polo 


By Su Wei 

The modern landscape 
through which Marco Polo 
trekked more than 700 years 
ago is the subject of a new 
photography exhibition at the 
Cultural Office of the Italian 
Embassy that runs through 
the end of the month. All of 
the photos in the show, co- 
sponsored by Italian Embassy 
and the Association of Italian 
Returned Scholars, were tak- 
en at scenes Polo described in 
his journals, which were later 
published as The Travels of 
Marco Polo. 

The pictures were taken 
single-handedly by Weng Yi, 
69, vice chairman of the Chi- 
na Association for Expedition 


since 1980. Weng’s retracing 
of Polo’s journey took him 
through 146 counties in 18 
provinces, during which he 
took tens of thousands of pho- 
tographs and kept extended 
notes on the contemporary con- 
ditions of places mentioned by 
his Italian predecessor. 

He said that his own expe- 
riences confirm Polo’s claims 



Weng Yi Photo hy Aily 


to have entered China through 
the Pamir Mountains, met 
Nestorian Christians at Kash- 
gar and seen a castle instead 
of the Great Wall, claims that 
some scholars have argued in- 
dicate that the Italian travel- 
er never actually came to this 
country. 

Weng said he undertook the 
extended journey as a personal 
quest and without hopes for 
fame or wealth. “I’m happy that 
I have been able to show the 
public the truth, though there 
were times that it was hard, and 
once I wanted to give up because 
it was just too difficult. I am also 
satisfied that I have been able 
to do something to solidify Sino- 
Italian friendship,” he added. 


Six Killed in 

Multi-vehicle 

Accident 

By James Liu 

The first terrible traffic accident of the 
year, in which six people died and one was 
badly injured, occurred Monday afternoon on 
the South Fourth Ring Road. Nine vehicles 
were damaged in the accident, four of which 
were totaled. The accident jammed traffic 
along the highway for more than three hours 
as the police and rescue teams treated the in- 
jured and cleared the wreckage. 

The incident began when a white truck 
heading east along the Fourth Ring Road 
rear-ended a Volkswagen Bora car at 12:50 
pm. That contact sent the truck across the 
guardrails and directly into oncoming traf- 
fic on the other side of the road. Drivers in 
those lanes had no time to react. 

The truck hit or was hit by a police 
SUV, two sedans, two microbuses, a cement 
truck and a fully-loaded truck. The driver 
of the white truck managed to run from the 
scene, but five people were killed instantly 
in the collisions and another died after be- 
ing sent to the hospital. Only the driver 
of one of the sedans was lucky enough to 
come out of the incident unhurt. 

More than 30 traffic police from Fengtai 
District were the first to arrive at the ac- 
cident and were followed by rescue teams 
and firefighters. The firefighters brought 
special tools to cut through the smashed 
cars to get access to the injured and dead. 
Traffic resumed along the South Fourth 
Ring Road at 4:20 pm once the spot was 
cleared of debris. 

The escaped truck driver, Wang Quan- 
bao, is from Huailai, Hebei Province. At 
5:30 pm, traffic police found the 39-year- 
old man eating dinner at his temporary 
home. He had packed all his things to con- 
tinue his flight after the meal. Wang was 
then taken to the Fengtai traffic police sta- 
tion for questioning. 



Two police officers were among those killed in 
Monday’s nine-vehicle accident. 


Money Crazy 

By Chen Ying 

Lottery fever has returned 
to the capital with the com- 
ing of the new year, and 
Beijingers have again shat- 
tered the national record for 
lottery ticket sales. 

Since the first drawing 
of “double-colored balls” on 
January 1, lottery sales have 
exceeded 7.36 million yuan. 
That figure far surpasses the 

980.000 yuan of sales drawn 
in when the game made its 
local debut on June 9 last 
year. 

To capitalize on this popu- 
larity, the Beijing Sports Lot- 
tery Administration Center 
and Beijing Welfare Lottery 
Issuing Center are currently 
running eight totally dif- 
ferent lottery drawings in 
Beijing. Last year, total tick- 
et sales for the sports lottery 
hit 1.12 billion yuan, and 46 
lucky locals became million- 
aires overnight. The welfare 
lottery posted sales of over 
990 million yuan last year in 
Beijing and made another 40 
people millionaires. 

The relatively new nation- 
wide double-color balls game 
seems slated to become the 
most popular form of lottery 
in Beijing, due in no small 
part to the fact that Beijingers 
won 150 million yuan in priz- 
es in just the first six months 
of local play, more than any- 
where else in China. Interest 
and sales are particularly like- 
ly to skyrocket since one per- 
son in Shenyang, Liaoning 
Province, won five top prizes 
at one time in the last draw- 
ing of 2003. 

Sex, 

Extortion and 
Uideotape 

By Hans Leu 

Zhou Yun (pseudonym), a 
26-year-old art school student, 
was blackmailed to the tune 
of 100,000 yuan by an angry 
former boyfriend. After the 
two broke up, the young man 
threatened to release video- 
tapes of them having sex if 
Zhou did not pay. 

The police told the press 
last week that they arrested 
the man on December 28. 

According to a report in 
Sunday’s Beijing Times, Zhou 
met her former boyfriend 
through online chatting last 
March. One month later, they 
finally met in person and 
started a torrid affair. 

Eight months later, Zhou 
decided to break it off, a move 
that devastated the young 
man. He tried repeatedly over 
the following month to rekin- 
dle their love, but only met 
with failure. 

Finally, the desperate boy 
telephoned Zhou and said he 
had to show her something 
very important. That thing 
ended up being footage shot 
on the boy’s video camera 
of them having sex. He said 
if Zhou did not cough up 
100,000, he would upload the 
video to the Internet and 
send copies to her parents 
and friends. 

To make the payment, 
Zhou had to borrow money 
from friends, but still only 
managed to scrape together 

15.000 yuan. The boy was 
outraged and showed her an- 
other video that he threat- 
ened to express mail to her 
parents if he did not receive 
the rest of the money. 

Zhou then turned to the 
police, and with their help, 
recorded the last threatening 
call from her ex-boyfriend, 
who demanded payment on 
December 28. 

Local police were able to 
easily apprehend the black- 
mailing boy that same day 
when he arrived at the set 
place for the handover. Po- 
lice officers found a knife in 
his pocket and several other 
sex tapes at his home. 

The police are conducting 
further investigations into 
the case. 
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Thanks Boss 


Building workers in Xi’an show their gratitude for getting paid on time by 
delivering a silk banner to their construction company 



Ma Youwu (left) from Anhui Province received his December salary on time while working at the Beijing No.5 Subway Line. Photo by Photocome 


By Chen Ying 

H appy about their living con- 
ditions and getting paid on 
time, four migrant workers 
decided to show their appreciation by 
presenting a silk banner to their em- 
ployers, the Xi’an branch of Jiangsu 
Nantong No. 6 Building Company, on 
December 26. 

According to a report in Xi’an- 
based Huashang Bao , the four men, 
Wang Tiejun, Li Tao, Yang Hongjun 
and Li Jinquan, are all from the 
poverty-struck Taoxia Town of Hua 
County, Shanxi Province. With help 
from the newspaper, they began to 
work for the construction company 
since the middle of November last 
year. As they told the paper, they 
were treated well. The company pro- 
vided them with the basic living 
necessities, including a washbasin, 
soap and bedding. And like other 
workers, their salary was about 750 
yuan per month. 

To show their gratitude, the four 
men sent a silk banner to the company, 
embroidered with the words “Helping 
and supporting the poor, caring about 
the people in poverty-struck areas”. 

It comes as something of a sur- 
prise, because non-payment of wages 
to migrant workers is a well known 
problem in China, especially in labor 
intensive industries like construc- 
tion, catering and manufacturing. 

Statistics from the All-China Fed- 
eration of Trade Unions (ACFTU) 
show China has 94 million migrant 
rural laborers, whose wage arrears 
now total more than 100 billion 
yuan (US $12.1 billion). Construc- 
tion firms account for over 70 per- 
cent of wage defaults, followed by 
the catering industry. 

In October last year, Premier Wen Ji- 
abao tried to set an example by helping 
Xiong Deming, a peasant in Chongqing, 
get the wages she was owed. 

News of this act of beneficence 
was spread far and wide through the 
nation’s media. Local governments 
started taking measures to help mi- 
grant workers recover unpaid salary 
while the media put more energy into 
reporting on the issue. 

Should the four migrant workers 
feel grateful for being paid their wag- 
es? What is the problem with the con- 
struction industry? Opinions follow: 

Liu Baoqing, news commentator 

Though the four workers got their 
salary on time, I still think their ac- 
tion is improper. 

First of all, the four workers just 
got what they should get. It’s not 
benefaction from the company but it 
shows how surprised they were to ac- 
tually be paid. If they really want to 
express their thanks, they should put 
more energy into their work. This act 
of gratitude might cause a misunder- 
standing that paying wages to mi- 
grant workers is some kind of good 
deed. If this idea came into being, it 
would be even more difficult for them 
to get paid by employers. 

Furthermore, the four workers are 
all from poverty- struck areas accord- 
ing to the news. They should be fru- 
gal. A silk banner may cost more than 
100 yuan. So it’s really rather a large 
expenditure for them. 

Is there some other factor behind 
their action? It’s just my conjecture, 
but today some administrations and 
industries pay more attention to im- 
age, intending to establish their cred- 
it and reputation. 

Frankly, it is progress for the com- 
pany to pay migrant workers’ wages 
on time. The company is an example 
to others. But it would be better if 
the company could stop such shows 
of gratitude. 


By WangXiaoxiao 

The Internet has just thrown up a 
new kind of love, this time called “Spir- 
itual Cohabitation”. It’s the name for 
an online role-playing game which has 
become popular among universities in 
Nanjing recently. Players have to pro- 
vide some basic information about them- 
selves but the commitment stops there. 
The game provides an environment in 
which the players see how they get along 
living with their cyber partner. Will love 
rule or will it all end in tears? 

But warning voices are already mak- 
ing themselves heard. It’s just a fantasy, 
they say. Spending too much time living 
outside the real world is dangerous and 
maybe this game could lead to twisted 
ideas about love and commitment. So 
why is the game so popular? 

Some think that the games will sat- 
isfy students who wish to taste love 
but haven’t had a chance. The game 
also helps those who are too shy to 
make anything happen in real life. 

Still, some say this doesn’t help gain a 
true understanding of love. And the game 


Any project without 
sufficient capital should 
not be allowed to start, 
local governments 
should set up long-term 
mechanisms to solve the 
problem and avoid new 
cases of delayed 
payment. For this year, 
migrant workers may be 
able to get their salary 
thanks to Wen liabao’s 
speech. But how about 
next year? 

— Xie Lihua, secretary-general 
of the Cultural Development 
Center for Rural Women 


has already revealed many of the prob- 
lems that players have: their doubts about 
emotion, and their desire to escape from 
responsibility and morality. So is this kind 
of thing healthy? Opinions follow: 

Huang Yan, 23, a student of Renmin 
University 

We know it’s just a game! We play 
many kinds of games during our spare 
time, and so long as it doesn’t affect our 
studies, just play it! It’s just a way to re- 
lax. As to the reason why the game is so 
popular around the universities, I guess 
that’s because we have much more spare 
time than those who have to work. 

Xu Shengsan, psychologist, 
Shandong Institute of Education 

Young people are always trying to 
imitate what adults do. And when they 
don’t have the chance, like marrying 
someone, the online game of course 
turns up and gives them an oppor- 


Xie Lihua, secretary-general of the 
Cultural Development Center for 
Rural Women 

Though it’s good to hear that those 
four workers could get their salary 
on time, this is still pretty sad. After 
all, it’s simply what they deserve. 

I think the key is to get local gov- 
ernments to set an example. It’s time 
to deal with or cancel governmental 
projects where there are severe cas- 
es of wage default. And they should 
stop all so-called governmental im- 
age projects. For a long time, local 
governments constructed advanced 
office buildings though they hadn’t 
sufficient budgets for them. The vic- 
tims were always the construction 
workers who just weren’t paid. The 
workers might be able to take legal 
measures to get their salary if they’re 
employed by real estate companies, 
but it’s hard for them to claim their 
money if the defendant is the govern- 
ment. 

Meanwhile, any project without suf- 
ficient capital should not be allowed 
to start. Local governments should set 
up long-term mechanisms to solve the 
problem and avoid new cases of de- 


tunity to experience what they can’t 
yet have. However, I don’t think this 
kind of game will do anything good 
for young people, especially for the 
health of their bodies and minds. The 
school and parents should teach them 
to make the right use of the Internet. 
A student in Nanjing 

I don’t have a house, a job or that 
much money. And I don’t have a girl- 
friend. But I wish that I had a girlfriend 
and that we could live together. So Spiri- 
tual Cohabitation is just what I need. If 
the real thing is not possible, why can’t I 
have a girlfriend on the internet? We 
can talk with each other about our ups 
and downs. It is like a medicine for me 
and makes my boring life colorful. I don’t 
care whether the girl I “married” is beau- 
tiful or ugly because I can imagine every- 
thing, so beautiful, so tall and so kind, 
just as I wish. 


layed payment. For this year, migrant 
workers may be able to get their sal- 
ary thanks to Wen Jiabao’s speech. But 
how about next year? 

A great number of projects will 
start in the following days in Beijing 
for the 2008 Olympics Games. If our 
government can’t take effective and 
strict measures to manage them, the 
situation will become worse. 

A lawyer, requesting anonymity, in 
charge of consulting for Beijing 
Legal Aid Center’s hotline 

Many migrant workers have called 
the hotline about the payment de- 
fault issue, most of them construction 
workers. In my mind, most migrant 
workers still know little about their 
rights. They don’t take any legal 
measures for a long time after not be- 
ing paid. They would rather believe 
blindly that their employer will give 
them their money eventually. Accord- 
ing to the law, it becomes harder for 
them to get their salary back if they 
spend more time waiting to take ac- 
tion. And they’ll lose all the money 
they’re owed if the case is beyond the 
prescribed period for litigation. 


Zhang Liping, a mother 

I’ve been objecting to this cyberlove 
all along. I just can’t understand why 
all these children would believe their 
cyber partners’ descriptions of them- 
selves. And they are moved easily 
and tell their net friends everything, 
including their home telephone number 
and information about themselves. We 
hear about criminal cases committed 
through the Internet all the time; the 
criminals were all the “nice” net friends 
who later stole your cell phones, money 
and even murdered you in order to 
take your possessions. 

Ross Robinson, from New Zealand 

I always chat on the internet, but just 
with my friends. I don’t have any inter- 
est in chatting with strangers. Online 
games are also popular here, but we are 
not wild about the idea of “marrying” 
each other on the Internet. I guess we 
should analyze why it’s popular in Chi- 
na. It might have something to do with 
the campus life. If their life was not so 
boring, maybe the students would spend 
more time doing other things. 


— Readers & Leaders — 

Changing Chinese 
Education 

By Shida Zhu 

Lin Yu-tang, the renowned Chinese 
essayist and philosopher, once said that 
he hoped to see liberal education in Chi- 
na. He was taking American education 
as a contrast to the Chinese form that 
stressed uniformity of ideas and study 
from books. 

As an educator, I felt extremely sorry 
when I saw my niece, an 18-year-old girl, 
studying until midnight every day before 
taking the national university examina- 
tion, the single-plank wooden bridge to 
college, so to speak. In the last year of 
senior high school, she spent almost all 
her time learning by rote politics, history 
and other subjects. The girl who should 
have been lively and active had no time 
for games, fun or sports. 

It’s different in America. Though it 
still calls for hard work to get into the 
Ivy League universities, the students can 
have their fun as well, attending foot- 
ball or baseball games and weekend stu- 
dent parties if they wish. The students 
are generally more relaxed and comfort- 
able before they enter university. 

I believe there is something wrong 
with our way of education. 

American universities, in recruiting 
new students, set great store by their so- 
cial work and inventive ideas, in addition 
to their performance in scholastic apti- 
tude tests (SAT). It is this sense of com- 
prehensive quality and ability, instead of 
just book knowledge, that matters. 

When I once visited the family of Kurt 
Watkins, a roommate of mine, in Dayton, 
Ohio, I found something like a kite in one 
of the rooms and I asked my friend what 
it was. He told me that it was his sister’s 
work as part of the students’ inventive 
efforts in senior high and was slated for 
a competition in the Dayton area. She 
later applied for the renowned Massa- 
chusetts Institute of Technology and was 
admitted, partly on account of the suc- 
cess of her invention. 

This recruitment policy ensures that 
students are good at thinking on their 
own, instead of just copying ideas from 
books. This makes it easier for them to 
cope with life beyond university. 

At college, the students are allowed to 
grow freely in terms of intellectual study. 
They live in a scholastic environment 
with the choice of a wealth of seminars 
on a great variety of topics. For instance, 
on any given day, students might be able 
to choose between attending seminars on 
Sappho’s odes, Swedish film or Indian ar- 
chitecture. 

American universities seek to make 
their student body as international as 
possible. Consequently, the campus is a 
testing ground for all kinds of ideas. 

For instance, Kofi Anan, the UN secre- 
tary general, Nelson Mandela, the for- 
mer South African President, and George 
Soros, the international financier, have 
all come to Harvard to deliver speeches, 
as have many other international states- 
men, scientists and artists. There is no 
final moral judgment of any of the state- 
ments or ideas expressed. 

I was given to understand that in 
addition to book learning, the students 
should be taught to cultivate an innova- 
tive mind. When Neal Rudenstein, then 
the president of Harvard University, said 
that Harvard is devoted to training art- 
ists as scientists and scientists as artists, 

I came to fully understand the meaning 
of a liberal education. The borders of 
academic departments are not strictly 
marked as a forbidden city. Students may 
choose courses beyond their own depart- 
ment of learning. Those who major in sci- 
ences may attend classes in drama, film 
or arts and vice versa. I once attended 
a performance of a play by Pirandello 
at the Experimental Drama House in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts by students 
of sciences as well as humanities. The 
performance was superb. 

Such liberal education paves the way 
to a wider vision and horizon for the 
students in the future. The students are 
exposed to a great variety of activities, 
instead of sticking to rigidly defined sub- 
jects. Trained in such a liberal environ- 
ment in their formative years, they may 
have great opportunities to develop intel- 
lectually on their own and are more de- 
termined and resolute in character and 
more innovative in mind. 

(The writer is a senior research fellow of 
the Institute of American Studies, Chinese 
Academy of Social Sciences.) 

We welcome your letters and articles, preferably 
around 700 words. Please give your full name, current 
address and phone number (not necessarily for 
publication). You can email us at comment@ynet.com 
or fax us at (010) 6590 2525. 

The views expressed in this column are those 
of the authors only and do not necessarily reflect 
the editorial stance of Beijing Today. 


Beijing issues New Regulation to Protect workers’ Rights 


Beijing Salary Disbursement Regulation issued by 
Beijing Municipal Bureau of Labor and Social Security 
will be put into practice from January 22. 

According to the new regulation, a company can post- 
pone payment of salary to employees on the basis of 
slow production and poor management. But it should ex- 
plain this to employees and get agreement from the la- 


bor union or the employees’ representatives. All of this 
should take no more than 30 days. 

The regulation also requires large-scale companies to 
put aside part of their capital in special bank accounts. If 
salary default is exposed, a company must use this fund 
to pay the due salaries as well as an extra 25 percent in 
compensation. 


Some Kind of love 
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By Su Wei 

A car suddenly stopped in 
front of the gate of Beijing 
Hospital on the afternoon 
of December 13, and a body was 
thrown out. The dead man was 
Huang Lirong, a private inves- 
tigator for a Beijing business 
information consulting company 
Seven days later, the two sus- 
pects in his killing, Zhao Jun 
and Yang Zhanli, were arrested 
by police of Dongcheng branch of 
Beijing Public Security Bureau. 


They confessed they 
beat Huang to death after 
they found he was investigating 
Zhao’s social status. 

The death of Huang Lirong 
raised several issues, one of which 
was the fact that “investigators” in 
China operate in grey areas of the 
law and often face considerable dan- 
ger and hostility from those whose 
affairs they are looking into. In the- 
ory, it’s not even legal for private de- 
tective firms to operate at all but 
that hasn’t stopped the growth of a 
significant number of them. And as 
demand grows, so is pressure for le- 
gal recognition of the industry. 

Just a few days before 
Huang’s death, the China 2003 
Summit of Investigation Indus- 
try Cooperation and Develop- 
ment was held in Hangzhou, 
Zhejiang Province, aiming to 


deal with some of the questions 
and doubts about the Chinese 
private investigation industry. 

According to the summit, there 
are more than 2,000 companies 
engaged in investigative business 
in China, with a total of over 
10,000 employees. 

Who are these private dicks? 

In 1993, Meng Guangang, head 
of a police station in Shenyang, 
Liaoning Province, founded one of 
the first investigation firms in Chi- 
na, Liaoning Kedun Investigation 
Office, with several retired senior 
police officials and a few students. 

There are now around 30 full 
time and 60 temporary employees 
in his office. Meng says being brave, 
intelligent and physically strong are 
basic requirements to be an investi- 
gator. “But the most important one 
is that they must be familiar with 
relevant laws, which is not only cru- 
cial to get evidence through investi- 
gations but also to prevent any legal 
violation during investigations. In 
fact, I think it would be more accu- 
rate to call them legal experts.” 
Major (retired) P. Kalastree, 
Managing Director of Singapore- 
based Mainguard Security Ser- 
vices, a leading security and 
private investigations firm, says 
experience is the key. “Having 
a wide range of experience 
in different industries, and a 
strong network of contacts is 
very useful. No skills and ex- 
perience are wasted in the 
investigations profession.” 
Xu Min, director of 
Zhejiang XM Lawyers’ Of- 
fice and initiator of the 
2003 summit, emphasizes 
the importance of profes- 
sional ethics. “Though 
the aim of the industry 
is to protect victims’ 
rights, if investigators 
do not stick to profes- 
sional ethics it could 
cause great harm to 
society,” he said. 
Conducting an 
investigation 

Zhou Mi (pseudonym), has 
been working for an investiga- 
tion company in Chongqing for 
one year, following her gradua- 
tion from the South West Politics 
and Law University. 

She has been investigating 
one man for almost one month. 
“He looks like a careless person 
but I cannot detect anything sus- 
picious,” Zhou said. She says al- 
though each time she is excited to 
finish her investigation and pres- 
ent evidence to her clients she feels 
tired during the investigation. “I 
have to adjust my way of life in or- 
der to follow people. For example, I 
have to stay up in the early morn- 
ing in singing halls if the person 
I’m investigating is killing time 
there. And I have to keep alert 
all the time in order not to miss 
an opportunity to get evidence,” 
she said. “Although I frequently 
change my clothes and make-up to 
avoid being spotted, if the investi- 


gation lasts more than one month, 
my boss will ask another investi- 
gator to take my place to avoid any 
risk of being exposed,” Zhou said. 

She recalls her first investiga- 
tion when she was looking into 
a group of people making fake 
products. “Just when I began to 
follow one of the men, he sudden- 
ly turned back and walked direct- 
ly towards me, staring at me,” she 
said. “I was so frightened I could 
hardly breathe. I almost decided 
to turn back and run. But I sud- 
denly remembered that we were 
trained never to do so. Thank God 
nothing happened.” 

Equipment used by investiga- 
tors has long been an issue of 
debate, especially among legal ex- 
perts. All the investigators inter- 
viewed by Beijing Today claim that 
they only use common equipment 
which is available to the public. 

Xu Min says that as a lawyer 
he knows it is illegal to use some 
equipment such as bugs or minia- 
ture video cameras. “But without 
such equipment our business suf- 
fers,” he said. “I think if the inten- 
tion to use such equipment is not 
bad, it should not be treated as 
illegal. However legislation lags 
behind practice.” 

There are no unified price 
standards set by investigation 
companies in China. An investiga- 
tion company near Fuchengmen, 
Xicheng District, Beijing, charges 
between 3,000 and 5,000 yuan 
to find out if a husband or wife 
is having an affair. A financial 
investigation costs 10,000 yuan. 
Prices in Shenzhen, Guangdong 
Province, are between 1,500 and 
2,000 yuan per week. 

Market demand 

“I spent two years looking for him 
in vain, but the investigation com- 
pany found him within two months,” 
said Wang Li, who was deserted by 
her husband after she was injured 
in a fire accident in 1996. 

A conspiracy to get higher in- 
surance coverage by an insurance 
company’s salesman and his cli- 
ent company was exposed a couple 
of weeks after Zhanghua (pseud- 
onym), general manager of the 
company in Chongqing, entrusted 
a company to investigate. He had 
suspected something was happen- 
ing for over one year. “But I could 
not question the salesman in pub- 
lic. I did not want to be sued for 
defamation,” he said. 

Xu says that after the Supreme 
Court announced regulations on ev- 
idence in civil lawsuits in April 
2002, plaintiffs who fail to provide 
sufficient evidence will be liable for 
all the costs incurred. “But in cases 
involving affairs, how can someone 
collect evidence to sue, even if they 
know an affair is taking place? 
What will they do when police are 
not entitled to investigate or they 
themselves lack the ability to in- 
vestigate? Can we allow their legal 
rights to be violated?” 

A judge in Beijing, requesting 
not to be named, told Beijing Today 


that in most civil cases, they usual- 
ly take it for granted that evidence 
gathered by investigation compa- 
nies is valid. ‘We are aware the 
evidence is gathered secretly and il- 
legally. But what can we say when 
it is presented in court? In some 
cases it is the only evidence there 
is,” he said. 

“The demand for investigation is 
rising in China. Some social prob- 
lems which were not exposed during 
the planned economy have begun to 
come out,” Xu said. “Another reason 
is that in China legal administra- 
tion departments do not have the 
obligation to provide individual in- 
vestigation services.” 

“When the government fails to 
protect individual rights and does 
not allow its people to solve prob- 
lems on their own, rights cannot be 
protected and victims are not com- 
pensated. This will cause anger to- 
wards the judiciary, the government 
and even society,” Meng warned. 

“My major was law. I know 
what violation of privacy is and 
I know that an individual does 
not have the right to investigate 
someone else, though the law does 
not say that clearly,” said Zhang, 
an investigator in Guizhou. He 
referred to the notice delivered 
in 1993 by the Ministry of the 
Public Security which forbids the 
opening of any non-governmen- 
tal detective institutions. “But 
there so many people requesting 
our company to conduct investi- 
gations. I think there is no rea- 
son to say that our existence is 
unreasonable since the public re- 
ally need it.” 

A prosperous future? 

Kalastree says the investiga- 
tive market in China is boom- 
ing. “Over the next few years, we 
will see a growth in commercial 
investigations in China as more 
foreign firms enter the market 
and there are more joint ven- 
ture agreements with Chinese 
companies overseas. Concerns of 
western investors in China in- 
clude the abundance of counter- 
feit goods, intellectual property 
breaches, shipping and other 
commercial fraud cases. There 
are many opportunities for Chi- 
nese investigators to work on 
assignments combating these ac- 
tivities,” he said. 

Xu says it is understandable 
that any new industry will have 
some problems but a self-disci- 
pline association for the industry 
and laws set by the government 
are needed to regulate the indus- 
try, train professionals and set 
standards. 

Meng says he is confident the 
government will help in promot- 
ing the development of the in- 
vestigation industry in China. “In 
recent years the Ministry of Pub- 
lic Security has modified and even 
abolished some of its regulations. 
So there is no reason for me to 
believe that the notice forbidding 
‘detective institutions’ will remain 
in the future.” 
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pick up your Walnuts on the Xiangshuihu Great Wall ] 

Great Wall, Ancient Mountain, Cleat Spring, Flying Waterfall, 
join us to the Xiangshuihu Great Wall, you will see all the above scenery. 
Xiangshuihu locates at the west part of Mutianyu Huairou. Besides the j 
lots interesting place, it also has a folurish orchard with apple, date, pear, 
walnut, chestnut, grape, edible wild herbs. ^ 

From August 25 to October, Xiangshuihu will have a special activity 
"Visit Great Wall, pick Up Fruits". ^ 

Call now: 010-61631085 61632539 61631588 j 

Take bus: No.916at DongZhimen | 

Web site: www.Xiangshuihu.com 


The Friendship Hotel Recreation Center 

The outdoor swimming pool of the Friendship Hotel is one of the 
highest standard swimming pools of Beijing. The swimming pool 
is equipped with 7-meter diving platforms and delicate diving bo- 
ards. The strict sterilization measures and the circulation system 
ensure the water is always clean. Morning opening 6: 30-8: 30 
RMB30/day, RMB400/month, and RMB 1000/quarter. 

Tel: 68499696 
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The Other Side (Bi'an) Diving Club 

The club provides the sports fans with professional service besides fun and coolness in the hot summer. Ad- 
opting sophisticated foreign training textbooks and equipment, the club provides professional training such 
as the swimming and diving courses and organizes diving tours home and abroad. With the inter- 
nationally accepted training method, it takes the trainee only 20 hours to get the CMAS diving certificate 
which is acknowledged all over the world. The trainees have free and flexible choice as to the training time. 
The swimming course consists of elementary level, improving level, advanced level, honored guest class and 
the class paid by the hour.Swimming and diving summer camp 0 Sign up now! 

Time for the opening of the courses: the early April. The trainee can begin the course on signing up at any time. The 
summer courses begin on 1 June. Course time: 9:00 - 20:00, 7 days a week.Time for signing up: 9:00 - 21:00, 7 days a 
week.Place for signing up: The Professional Club of the Friendship Hotel (No. 3, Baishiqiao Road, Haidian District. 200 
meters south of Renmin University.) 

Tel: 68713790 68713791 68498613 Telex: 68713790 

Take buses no. 320, 804, 302 or Yuntong buses no. 104, 105, 205, 106 and get off at Shuang'an Shangchang stop. Or 
take bus no. 811 or Te 6 and set off at Renming Daxue stop. 

mm n isij@ » cmas ms u imuM* 




mm 


.BOB IS. 


1 rjf 

:$0 9:00-20:00(JfA>R*#l) ftgWMH 9:00-21:00(M**#) 

: 68713790 68713791 68498613 #1:68713790 
ill(104. 105,205.106) ,320 ft, 804 &302 MAjjTA; 81Uf 6 ElARA^T* 





8 JANUARY 9, 2004 


* FOCUS 




IEUING TODAY 


ED TORS: SU WE CHEN Y NG DES GNER: PANG LE 


E-mail: suwei@ynet.com 


Nestle Sued Over 

GUI Labelng 



Photo by Zhou Yan 


Giant Panda Found in Chengdu 


By Hou Mingxin/ Jiang Hao 

On January 6, 2004 a twen- 
ty-year-old male giant panda was 
found stranded in the snow at Xil- 
ing Snow Mountain, Dayi County, 
in Sichuan Province. The panda, 
which weighs about 60 kilograms, 
was very weak because of mal- 
nutrition. But treatment was ad- 
ministered and the Panda will be 
released back into the wild as soon 
as it recovers. 

What’s that? 

At 2 pm on January 6, Yao 
Nin, Xiong Dongke, Qing Song 
and Zhong Xi, all coaches at the 
Xiling Skiing Resort, were on 
their way to the top of the moun- 
tain by cablecar. When they 
reached Curve 8 of the cableway 
(2380 meters above sea level), 
21-year-old Qing Song suddenly 
saw something black and white 
lying in the snow. “Wow, it must 
be a giant panda!” he said. In or- 
der to make sure of what they 
had seen, the men got out of 
the cable car, skied down to the 
bottom and took the cable car 
up again. This time they were 
sure and they reported it to the 
managers of the resort. Tourists 
started to hear about the news 
and came over for a look at the 
national treasure. Zhou Zhen- 
zhang, deputy general manager 
of the ski resort, immediately 
sent workers to protect the site 
and prevent the giant panda 
from becoming frightened. 

Meanwhile, the resort reported 
the find to the Dayi County For- 
estry Bureau. At 4:40 pm, seven 
people from the Bureau arrived in 
the resort. A rescue team of over 
40 people from the county forestry 


Bureau, Heishuihe Nature Res- 
ervation, the ski resort and Xil- 
ing Township Government was 
set up to rescue the panda. The 
rescuers climbed to the site with a 
three-meter-long and two-meter- 
wide safety net. Wei Liao, deputy 
head of the Wild Animal Protec- 
tion Department of Dayi County 
Forestry Bureau, touched the back 
of the panda. The panda raised 
his head which was buried in the 
snow, gave out low groans and 
then buried his head again in the 
snow again. Wei concluded that 
the panda could not walk because 
of cold and hunger and decided 
that it should be taken to the foot 
of the mountain for observation. 
But suddenly the panda leaped 
up and ran off into the bushes. 

The rescuers set up a 50-meter- 
wide encirclement line and gradu- 
ally narrowed the line and finally 
found the exhausted panda in the 
bushes. The rescuers cast the net 
for a second time and caught the 
panda. Now came the tricky part: 
moving it. 

Teams of four people took turns 
to carry the panda down with steel 
bars supporting the net. But they 
soon became exhausted and tried 
to use a snowmobile to cany the 
animal down. But once seated in 
the snowmobile, the panda strug- 
gled to escape. So the rescuers re- 
verted to carrying him down. When 
he finally arrived in the Adminis- 
tration Building, he was taken to 
a special room. Under the guid- 
ance of the experts, workers of the 
ski resort brought him apples and 
some bamboo leafs. When seeing 
the panda eating the apples, the 
rescuers felt hugely relieved. 


He’s okay! 

At 9 am on January 7, three 
experts from Wolong Giant Pan- 
da Base arrived at Xiling Snow 
Mountain. Experts from the City 
Forestry Bureau also turned up. 
The expert panel examined the 
panda and later that day held a 
brief press conference. 

Huan Xinjun, deputy direc- 
tor of Dayi County Forestry Bu- 
reau, told reporters the panda 
had been named Xiling Snow. 
He was still very weak and was 
suffering certain diseases, but 
the symptoms were not too seri- 
ous. Medicines were prescribed 
and further check-ups and treat- 
ment will be carried out. 


Wei Liao said that in 24 
hours from January 6 to Janu- 
ary 7, the panda ate 1.5 kilo- 
grams of apples, 0.5 kilograms 
of corn paste and 0.5 kilograms 
of milk. Under normal circum- 
stances, one mature panda can 
eat more than five kilograms of 
apples and kilos of bamboo leaf 
in the same time. 

Back to nature 

The expert panel decided Xil- 
ing Snow should be kept on the 
site for two or three more days 
of observation. If he recovers 
well, he will be sent back into 
nature. If the recovery is not so 
satisfactory, he will be taken to 
Wolong Giant Panda Base for 


By James Liu 

Z hu Yanling, who became 
the first Chinese person to 
sue Shanghai Nestle for 
not labeling genetically modified 
(GM) food in their products on 
June 2, filed her second lawsuit 
against the company at the Peo- 
ple’s Court of Hongkou District 
on December 29. Zhu accuses 
Nestle of having “dual stan- 
dards” for consumers in Asia and 
those in Europe and says Chi- 
nese consumers should be grant- 
ed the equal right to know when 
choosing products. 

Wu Dong, Zhu Yanling’s law- 
yer, told Beijing Today that his 
client asked the Shanghai Nestle 
and Changning Branch of Shang- 
hai Lianhua Supermarket to pay 
her a symbolic 16 yuan in com- 
pensation, twice the amount she 
spent on a packet of Nesquik on 
August 1 last year. More impor- 
tantly, Zhu wants Nestle to start 
labeling its GM products. 

Yesterday Zhu Yanling and 
Wu Dong attended a seminar 
in Shanghai titled Consumer’s 
Right to Know about GM Food, 
discussing the “right to know” 
with experts from the fields of 
environmental protection, the ju- 
diciary and international trade. 

The trigger for the lawsuits 
was a packet of Nesquik brand 
instant chocolate bought by Zhu 
for her son on March 27. The 
packet contained no informa- 
tion about GM ingredients. Lat- 
er, she heard from the Internet 
and newspapers that the prod- 
uct contained GM ingredients. 

The news was the result of an 
investigation by Greenpeace Chi- 
na. The Shanghai Academy of Ag- 
ricultural Science also confirmed 
that the product Zhu bought con- 
tained GM ingredients. 

As a former student who 
had studied in Switzerland from 
1995 to 1997, Zhu was familiar 
with Nestle’s labeling of GM in- 
gredients in Europe and took it 
for granted that it was doing 
the same in China. Thus Zhu 
asked the Second Intermediate 
People’s Court to order Nestle to 
label its Nesquik brand instant 
chocolate drink as a GM food. 

In a recent newsletter to Chi- 
nese media, Nestle said it placed 
GM labels on its products “in 
some European countries ac- 
cording to their laws and regu- 
lations”. The company said that 
this action was not a “double 
standard” but reflected the fact 
that “Nestle is a law-abiding and 
responsible company.” 


medical treatment. 

To see if there are any other 
pandas suffering from frostbite 
or going hungry in the area, 
Dayi County Forestry Bureau 
organized 45 people divided into 
three groups to search an area of 
four square kilometers around 
the ski resort. 

Xiling Snow Mountain is an 
ideal environment for the growth 
of giant pandas. Pandas were 
found in this area in the 1960s. 
During the 1980s and 1990s 
many of them were seen roam- 
ing nearby. 

According to Wei Liao, there 
are more than ten thousand acres 
of bamboo growing in Xiling Snow 
Mountain. The highest altitude is 
5348 meters and the climate is 
humid all year round. All these 
factors make the place ideal for gi- 
ant pandas. 


Determined to break Nestle’s 
silence, Zhu Yanling boarded a 
flight from Shanghai to Zurich 
in Switzerland on December 12 
to take her complaint about non- 
labeling of GM food to the com- 
pany’s headquarters. In an open 
letter to Nestle, she said she 
was fighting for the right to be 
informed whether food is geneti- 
cally modified or not. “Customers 
should have the right to choose 
what kind of food they buy,” said 
Zhu. Zhu and her attorney met 
with two deputy presidents of 
the Swiss food producer but they 
denied any wrongdoing or hav- 
ing any double standards. Also 
they defended the use of GM food 
ingredients, saying they were 
perfectly safe. 

He Tong of Nestle (China) Ltd 
said the company is confident it 
will win the case, but she re- 
fused to confirm whether Nes- 
quik contained GM ingredients. 

The trial date for the two law- 
suits has not yet been decided. 

As Zhu was waiting for the tri- 
al, unexpected events occurred. 
At the request of Shanghai 
Nestle, the Second Intermediate 
People’s Court ordered Shang- 
hai Academy of Agricultural Sci- 
ence to conduct another check 
on Nesquik and the result found 
that it did not contain any GM 
ingredients. In the statement de- 
livered by the Academy on De- 
cember 17, it stated that the 
sample they checked, using the 
qualitative polymerase chain re- 
action (PCR) method for soy- 
bean, did not reveal any GM 
ingredients. However, this re- 
sult differed from the Academy’s 
findings made on August 13 on 
the same product when GM con- 
tents were identified. 

Wu Dong told Beijing Today 
that the different results had 
not shaken their determination 
to continue the lawsuit. This is 
partly because they had a sam- 
ple from the Nesquik package 
Zhu Yanling bought tested by 
GeneScan Analytics GmbH, an 
independent gene analysis cen- 
ter. Their test found GM in- 
gredients in the Nesquik. The 
ingredients, according to Gen- 
eScan Analytics GmbH, were a 
kind of soya produced by biotech 
giant Monsanto. 

Though genetically modified 
foods have been widely adopted 
around the world, they remain 
highly controversial. Proponents 
of GM foods argue they could 
solve the world’s hunger prob- 
lem by producing crops that are 
resistant to drought and pests. 
But scientists have raised con- 
cerns about the long-term effects 
of GM foods on the human body 
as well as the possibility that 
modified crops could cross-polli- 
nate with natural varieties with 
unpredictable effects. 

Labeling of GM foods is also a 
controversial subject around the 
world. While Europe has passed 
strong laws requiring GM foods to 
be clearly labeled, in countries like 
Canada and the United States the 
laws are not nearly as strict, de- 
spite calls from many consumers 
for mandatory regulations. 

The laws on edible processed 
products in China are constantly 
evolving. So far, only agricultural 
products are strictly required to 
be labeled if they have been ge- 
netically modified. For instance, 
plant oil sold in China must be 
identified if it has any GM ingre- 
dients. But the Law on Protec- 
tion of Consumer’s Rights states 
consumers have the right to 
know the basic constituents of 
the product they are buying and 
how they have been produced. 

Yang Changju, a professor 
from Renmin University, point- 
ed out at the seminar in Shang- 
hai that the reason Nestle are 
so eager to use GM ingredients 
is that they can cut production 
costs hugely. “Nestle is taking 
this chance as China does not 
yet have a complete labeling sys- 
tem,” he said. 

Zhu Yanling and Wu Dong 
stand by their accusations that 
Nestle doesn’t trust Chinese con- 
sumers to make up their own 
minds about GM products. Also 
they dispute Nestle’s claim that 
the reason they don’t sell so 
many GM products in Europe 
is because European farmers 
don’t plant GM crops. “Actually 
it is because of the strong oppo- 
sition from European consum- 
ers to GM products,” Zhu said. 
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ways to reawake the Mongolian 
idea of an intimate connection 
with nature and the universe. 

So my work tends to be very 
emotional, both when creating 
it and watching it. I want 
audiences to respond viscerally 
to the movements,” Hasi says. 
An international language 

When not collaborating with 
international dance companies 
visiting Beijing, Hasi has toured 
in such far-flung places as 
Australia, Canada, and France 
with the BMDC including 
performances with Cui Jian in a 
sold-out Hong Kong rock dance 
fest in 2000. “Dance, like all 
art, is a universal language. So 
despite the fact that not many 
people in the company speaking 
much English, we still managed 
to exchange ideas, make friends 
and have a lot of fun when 
working with fellow dancers 
from abroad,” says Hasi. 

Opting to go independent 
in the summer of 2001, Hasi 
premiered one of his own works, 
Awakening , at the Edinburgh 
Fringe Festival in Scotland a 
few months later. As part of the 
International Choreographer’s 
Showcase, Hasi’s work was set 
to Angel by British dance band 
Massive Attack. “The work is 
about someone waking up to 
themselves, then choosing to 
live fully present in the now,” 
Hasi explains. Proceeds from 
Hasi’s share of the show 
benefited the Lotus Children’s 
Center in Ulan Batur, a 
residential center dedicated to 
the care of street children in 
Mongolia’s capital. 

During his time in 
Edinburgh, it was the sense 
of cultural exchange from all 
over the world that made the 
strongest impression on him. 

“I had a great time with an 
associate professor from Buffalo 
State College in New York. 

She taught African dance and 
so we did our own cultural 
exchange between rehearsals 
and performances. It was really 
fun, exchanging moves and 
teaching each other different 
styles.” 

After returning home to 
China, he produced and directed 
a modern dance showcase in 
Beijing in September 2001 
entitled Pick a Direction, Let’s 
Go! “A lot of my friends were 
with traditional dance 
companies, where they didn’t 
have much room to experiment 
or express more individual 
styles. So this was the perfect 
opportunity for us to get 
together, step out and pour our 
hearts into creating something 
innovative.” 

In 2002, Hasi was awarded 
a UNESCO Artist Bursary for 
a one-month dance residency at 
the National Dance Academy 
of Thailand - where he 
choreographed and performed 
with the local dance company. 
“The hot and humid weather 
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took some getting used to,” he 
admits. “It was fascinating to 
work with modern dancers from 
a completely different cultural 
reference. Not only did my 
English improve but I really 
appreciated the quality of life 
and the gentleness inherent in 
the Thai culture. It was the first 
time I’d ever lived outside China 
for that long, so it really helped 
me grow,” he says. 

Not just a dancer 

Not content with just 
creating and performing, Hasi 
also believes in giving 
something back to society. “It’s 
important to me that art does 
not just stay in an ivory 
tower, considering itself far 
above mundane concerns,” he 
says. During the summer of 
2002, he taught classes at 
the Children’s Village north of 
Beijing, a home for children 
whose family or guardians are 
in prison. Hasi’s classes gave 
these children access to a 
channel of self-expression that 
they might otherwise never 
have discovered. He was 
impressed by what he saw. 

“The kids were great,” he says. 

“I asked them early on to 
choreograph their own work, 
and the work thht resulted was 
both interesting and moving.” 

Hasi also finds time to indulge 
another passion: writing poetry. 
Having published his poetry 
in the Mongolian-language 
monthly magazine Hongalo, Hasi 
continues to read voraciously. 
“Often people have the idea 
that artists are this type of 
person who just does this one 
very special thing, when in fact 
everyone is an artist. We can 
each express ourselves in many 
different ways if we just let 
ourselves shine,” says Hasi. As to 
his penchant for reading, he says, 
“Reading has always been my 
window to the world, and a way 
for me to stretch the concepts 
I have beyond where I thought 
they could go. It’s one of the most 
liberating things an artist can do 
for their growth,” he says. 

Working with musician Jin 
Shan, Hasi improvised in 
several performances in 2003. 
“Improvisation is a great way to 
take the mood of the room and 
the mood of the artist to create 
a unique tailor-made piece for 
that moment. There’s nothing 
else like it in terms of freedom 
or the pressure on performance,” 
he says. 

Hasi continues to accept 
commissions for both 
choreography and performance, 
both locally and abroad. He also 
teaches modern dance at schools 
and dance companies, both in 
Beijing and Inner Mongolia. “To 
me, being an artist is about 
being clear on what you have 
to say and then saying it 
with courage. It’s about not 
being stopped by oneself or 
being limited by artificial 
impositions.” 


modern dance, Hasi says. 
“Modern dance is primarily 
about three things: a reflection 
of the issues in today’s society, 
freedom to express a more 
individual style and message, 
and an interactive element with 
the audience. The incentive to 
draw out one’s core values 
and make it relevant to 
contemporary issues is why I 
love modern dance so much,” he 
adds. 

Much of Hasi’s choreography 
draws on the shamanistic 
traditions of Mongolian culture. 
“Growing up in the wide open 
spaces of Inner Mongolia gives 
me a rich resource, to bring 
this expansiveness into a 
contemporary context,” he says. 
Having been trained in 
traditional Mongolian and other 
ethnic folk dancing, he often 
incorporates these elements into 
his modern dance choreography. 
Hasi premiered several of his 
own choreographed works while 
with the BMDC, including 
Thorough and Calmly Burning. 

“My work is about being in 
action despite the obstacles. It’s 
about not being afraid, even 
though one knows the risks 
or dangers. The work seeks to 
inspire others to go after what 
they love,” Hasi says of his 
own choreography. “I’m always 
exploring ways to bring the 
wisdom of ancient cultures into 
daily modern life, as well as 
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usually leads to folk dancing, 
traditional Mongolian dances. 
This wasn’t the artist I wanted 
to be. I wanted to be at 
the cutting edge of cultural 
development so modern dance 
was the only choice for me.” 

The university didn’t offer 
a modern dance program so 
Hasi sometimes skipped school 
to attend classes led by Willy 
Cao, the newly-arrived artistic 
director at the prestigious 
Beijing Modern Dance Company 
(BMDC). Cao was so impressed 
with Hasi’s commitment that he 
was invited as the only student 
to perform in the company’s first 
official performance under Cao. 

Following graduation, Hasi 
joined the BMDC as a principal. 
“It’s been my good fortune to 
work with people like Willy,” 
says Hasi. “He has a long-term 
vision for modern dance in 
China, and he has been 
committed to its development 
all his life. His classes are 
great. They’re all improvised 
so you keep the freshness and 
energy of movement despite 
doing classes day after day,” he 
says. 

An individual step 

Though modern dance has 
numerous devotees across the 
world, there are still plenty of 
people who don’t quite get it, 
especially in China. “Modern 
dance is just starting to reach 
the mainstream in China so 
when I tell people what I 
do, they are more likely to 
think of Britney Spears or 
Madonna rather than the giants 
of modern dance like Martha 
Graham or Paul Cunningham.” 

There’s an important 
difference between classical and 


well as performing abroad. 

No doubt 

Despite limited financial 
resources, his family scraped 
together money for him to 
pursue his passion for dance. 
Shortly after Hasi celebrated 
his 13th birthday, he secured a 
place at the competitive High 
School of Performing Arts in 
Dongsheng city and left home to 
continue his studies. “Although 
most of us students were so 
poor that we barely had enough 
to eat, being able to focus 
on dance while surrounded by 
others equally passionate about 
the arts was a kind of luxury,” 
he says. 

Surprising everyone but 
himself, he passed his university 
exams after graduating and 
went on to earn his degree 
in dance from the Central 
Minorities University in Beijing. 
“I wasn’t exactly the most 
studious kid on the block,” says 
Hasi, “so everyone was a bit 
shocked that I actually passed 
my exams. But I always knew 
that I’d get in as I have always 
been very focused. I knew I’d 
earn my degree in dance and 
that modern dance was what I 
wanted to do with my life.” 

His decision to pursue 
modern dance was somewhat 
unusual. “Though we have a 
rich tradition of song and dance 
in Mongolian culture,” Hasi 
explains, “the path for dancers 


By Darlene Lee 

H asi has danced for as 
long as he can 
remember. At the ripe 
old age of 8, he won his first 
dance competition at a local 
break-dance contest in his home 
of Uxin Banner, Inner Mongolia. 
“I was known for years as 
that Hasi that won the dance 
competition,” he laughingly 
recalls. “I couldn’t sit still for a 
minute. My father always said 
that if I didn’t choose dance, he 
was going to send me to martial 
arts school,” he says. The threat 
seemed to work. Just 25, Hasi 
has already worked with some 
of the best known artists and 
dance companies in China, as 
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Hammers Raise for Spring 


Festival Auctions 



Lot 1977, jade carving, Playing Go, Hanhai Auction 



Lot 306, Flowers and Bees by Qi Bai- 
shi, China Guardian 


By Yi Yi 

T o mark the coming 
Spring Festival, three 
local auction will raise 
the hammer during 
this weekend. 

Hanhai Auctions is offering 
the largest amount of artifacts 
of the three. Over 2,500 lots in 
11 special auctions, such as mod- 
ern and contemporary Chinese 
painting and calligraphy, select- 
ed works of Zhang Daqian, rare 
books, jade ware, snuff bottles 
and porcelain, will be put up for 
sale from Saturday till Monday 
in the third floor ball room of 
the Jing Guang Center. 

Among the 500 modern and 
contemporary Chinese painting 
and calligraphy works, Nine Oxen 
by Li Reran, with a rare size of 
2.6 meters in width, is predicted 
to attract fierce bidding. The esti- 
mate price of the work is 5.5 mil- 
lion to 6.8 million yuan. 


The snuff bottle special auc- 
tion features over 200 lots, 
among which a bronze enamel 
bottle from the reign of Emper- 
or Yongzheng (1723-1735) and 
a black and white jade snuff 
bottle made in Suzhou during 
the mid-Qing Dynasty will be 
the most eye-catching, with es- 
timates of 200,000 to 300,000 
yuan and 300,000 yuan to 
400,000 yuan respectively. 

Jade ware has been an ex- 
clusive category for Hanhai 
since 1994. No other auction 
house has the capacity to solicit 
enough lots for an independent 
auction. Most of the 200 lots 
are fine in material, vivid in 
shape and elaborate in engrav- 
ing. Previews of all 11 auctions 
will run till 6 pm today at the 
Jing Guang Center. 

After concluding its autumn 
auction with a record volume of 
251 million yuan, China Guardian 


has organized a small-scale auc- 
tion of 570 pieces of ancient, mod- 
ern and contemporary Chinese 
painting and calligraphy works, 
as well as 82 oil paintings. The 82 
oil paintings, offered by two well- 
known collectors, one from Hong 
Kong and one from the United 
States, are predominantly realis- 
tic works with low base price. The 
auction will be held today at the 
Kunlun Hotel. 

The last of the three, present- 
ed by Pacific Auctions, will be 
held Monday at the King Wing 
Hotel. Seven hundred lots of Chi- 
nese paintings and calligraphy 
and 300 lots of porcelain and 
Chinese works of art will go un- 
der the hammer. Works by many 
established painters such as Li 
Kuchan, Wang Xuetao, Huang 
Zhou are to be auctioned with 
very low base prices or no reserve. 
The preview is on Saturday and 
Sunday. 


Ancient Tortoise Shells 
Excite Archeologists 

By Yi Yi 

After thorough examination, archeologists have 
concluded that two tortoise shell segments excavated 
recently in Shannxi Province date back to the Zhou 
Dynasty (11 century - 221 BC). 

One of the pieces has 38 characters inscribed 
on it, more than on any other such shell from 
this period excavated to date. What makes this 
find so important, however, is the fact that the 
fragments are from the back shell of a tortoise. 

All the other Zhou Dynasty inscriptions discovered 
previously have been made on tortoises under-shells. 

According to a report in Shannxi’s Huashang 
Daily, the two tortoise shell fragments are yellowish- 
brown in color, with tiny characters inscribed on 
them. On both pieces, the surface has obviously been 
sawn, which is also unusual. 

Unexpected Discovery 

The two pieces of shells were discovered by a 
joint archeological team from Peking University’s 
archeology department, the Institute of Archaeology 
of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences and 
Shannxi Provincial Archeology Institute during an 
inspection tour of the Zhouyuan Archeological Site 
in Qishan County. 

On December 14, Xu Tianjin, an associate 
professor at Peking University, together with a 
team of archeology students, found a small piece of 
tortoise shell in the ditch around Zhougong Temple. 

The unexpected discovery aroused great interest 
from the team, and they immediately organized a 
comprehensive excavation. At two in the afternoon 
the two broken tortoise shells were found. Both 
of the two tortoise shell sections are over 10 
centimeters long. 

Large scale excavation called for 

Tortoise shells with inscribed characters were 
used by the royal family during the Zhou Dynasty. 
The discovery therefore suggests that an important 
new Zhou Dynasty archeological site will emerge. 

It has long been assumed that Zhouyuan 
Archeological Site in Qishan County is the original 
site of the Zhou capital. Some experts say that the 
new discovery will challenge this proposition. 

Archeologists and experts on ancient Chinese 
characters have begun to decipher the two pieces of 
tortoise shells, but so far they have only been able to 
recognize some 10 characters. 

Xu Tianjin, who found the shells, is a member 
of an expert panel on the history of the Xia, Shang 
and Zhou dynasties. He believes that the two shell 
fragments were used by fortune-tellers in the Zhou 
Dynasty. 

The discovery of the two tortoise shells suggests 
that the area around Zhougong Temple might have 
been a prosperous urban area during the Zhou 
Dynasty. 

According to the archeological bureau, a large- 
scale investigation on the area will be launched in 
the near future. 



Detail of one of the inscribed tortoise shells 
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ZiyiXuan Baochi Lou 

3rd Floot Building B, 
Donghuan Guangchang, 

29 Dongzhong jie, 

Dongcheng District 

29 b m 3 m 

11:00-14:30,17:00-22:00 

6856.9388 


Beijing Roast Duck 

Building3,Tuanjie Lake,Chaoyang District 

3 

11:40-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6852.4003 

Bianyifang Roast Duck Restaurant 

2 A Chongwenmenwai I ) aj i c , C hongwc n D i s tr i c t 
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11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 
Tel: 67 12.0505 
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Spice Orchitis Thai Restaurant 

Welcome to our Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant. 

Our features are undeniable: Walls decorated in purple and deep wine red;colors that really work 
together to produce a harmony;food that lie on in its contrasts;chefs that create a wonderful medley 
of hot, cool, sour, sweet,crunchy and soft dishes. Fish cake, deep-fried Taro, Green Pepper Sc Red Curry 
Fried with Beef and Minced meat fried with Basil leaves are not to be missed. 

And, we have an unique Chinese name,Tai Xiang La,which means Spicy Thai Restaurant,verbally; 
and Very Good Smell,phonetically. 

You're likely to satisfy your taste buds for a mere of RMB18 up, with weekday set lunch from 
RMB25-50. Tasty and inexpensive. A very good casual dining experience. 

Add: 8 South Street, Guan Dong Dian,Chaoyang District. 

(North of Kerry Centre Hotel and the back of Hot-Point Disco) 

Tel: 6591 .7726 Fax:6591 .7926 



CLUB GREEN 

BEST CLUB IN BEIJING 

ADD: Land mark Tower 1/F 8North Dong San 
Huan Road, chaoyang District Beijing 

±tk±ih: 8 

fl-M 

TEL: (010)65906999 65906688 — 2988 

COME Sc BE AS COOL AS 

GREEN 



Donglaishun Restaurant 

& A m 

5/F,Xindong'an Plaza, Wangfujing 
Da jie, Dongcheng District 

5 m 

11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6528.0932 


Fan Shi Gang 

^1 

140 Andingdajie, Dongcheng District 

M IK Yc aE Pn® 140 'j 

9:00-23:00 

64042187 
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BEIJING FANTASY WORLD CLUB 

It offers a full range of services, including fine rooms, restaurants and entertainment 
centre. 

FI J LIN Seafood Restaurant: more than 1 OO kinds of fresh seafood are now 20% off. 
Korean Flavour Restaurant: newly open, supply Korean food and barbecue. 2034) off. 
Entertinment Centre: Bowling, billiards, karaoke and gynimasium. 

Tel:(0 1 0)688433 88-7 1 8/620 

Add: 1 C i u Cbeng 1ST an Lu Shijingshan District 

(lOO meters in west from Gn Cheng metro station) 

Ehi|^:(010)68843 3 88-7 18/620 (IY UlL J J f I fLf, 41 £ ) 
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IN e w French Restaurant Now Op en ! 
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Spoil yourself with genuine French fare and ambiance and a superb vairety of wines 
at the Roland Garros restaurant, dose a full evening of relaxation with a choice of 
dramatic desserts, coffees, and Cuban cigars. 

Roland Garros Restaurant 
0pen:11:00-24:00 Daily 

Address: North Entrance Chaoyang Tennis Olub 
Nongzhan Nanlu, Chaoyang District 
"Telephone: 6508-91 OO 


ROLAND GARROS 


RESTAURANT & BAR , BEIJING , CHINA 
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Can New Firm Save 
Independent Chinese Film? 




Scenes from Two Big Sheep 


By Philomena Cho 

D espite winning accolades 
at international festivals 
for nearly two decades, 
the present state and future of 
independent film in China looks 
bleak. Aside from giants with 
reputations in this country and 
abroad, such as Zhang Yimou 
and Chen Kaige, few directors 
command either the resources 
or audience followings to make 
decent movies. The increasing 
availability of foreign films 
for domestic audiences further 
decreases Chinese filmmakers’ 
competitive edge. 

To the rescue comes New 
Film, the brainchild of Lola, a 
former independent film director 
and performance artist turned 
corporate entrepreneur. Producer 
and project director for China 
Youth New Film Engineering 
under Peking Kwans Media 
Investment Co., this young mover 
and shaker is well on her way 
to making New Film China’s first 
independent movie brand. 

“Rather than being a 
departure from performance art 
or independent film, I see 
this project as a ten-year 
performance art piece,” Lola 
confides. “The point is not to 
just talk about something, but 
to do something which creates 
the possibility for positive 
change.” 

Kwans Media has a long- 
term vision for New Film. “This 
project is intended to help 
a new generation of directors 
attain the kind of domestic and 
international renown enjoyed 
by luminaries like Zhang Yimou 
or Chen Kaige,” says Lola. 

“In turn, these directors can 
then use that influence to 
transform and inspire, rather 
than just churn out frothy 
entertainment. This new brand 
aims to stimulate China’s film 
industry by producing an 
influential body of work which 
would then open a way for other 
directors and stories to reach a 
wider audience.” 

The first movie of New Film’s 
premiere series will be directed 
by Liu Hao, who walked away 
with two awards at last year’s 



Director Liu Hao (middle) during filming of Two Big Sheep in Yunnan. 


Berlin Film Festival for his 
movie Chen Muo and Mei Ting. 
His new project, titled Liang 
Zhi Dayang, or Two Big Sheep , 
explores the drastic impact a 
gift of two rare imported sheep 
has on a farmer whose standard 
of living does match that 
required by his new animals. In 
a radical departure from more 
common stories about down- 
and-out farmers, this movie 
ends on an upbeat note. Liu 
Hao is currently filming on 
location in Yunnan Province 
and Two Big Sheep will debut at 
cinemas across China in March. 

The Bicycle , a film directed 
by recent Central Film 
Academy graduate Ning Hao, 
26, is expected to hit theatres in 
June or July this year. Shortly 
after Lola signed him up for the 
project, Ning won Japan’s most 
prestigious film award for his 
student film. “I was so happy to 
be vindicated for selecting such 
a young director. He really is 
someone with the potential to 
be a future Zhang Yimou,” she 
enthuses. 

By the end of this year, the 
New Film project will release 
seven movies, each of which 
were shot using 4 million yuan 
in capital provided by Kwans 
Media. “It’s very important to 
me that the directors have 
the freedom to realize their 
visions, and not worry about 
the marketing or commercial 
side,” notes Lola. “That’s my 
job, and I have turned down 
sponsorships where there was 
too much interference with the 
story and execution.” 

Independent directors all over 
China have been entranced by 
the idea of getting money to 
make their dream films and 
Kwans Media has been swamped 
by project applications. Regarding 
how she selects the lucky few, 

Lola notes, “I choose first and 
foremost by the director and 
the script. Not only does the 
script have to be a strong 
story with broad audience appeal, 
but the director must have the 
right personality, character and 
integrity to be able to realize the 
story and get the project done.” 


Once Lola was able to show 
her bosses how television and 
satellite broadcasting rights, 
DVD and audio rights and 
digital film could generate 
sufficient return on investment, 
Kwans Media’s main concern 
was avoiding any political 
complications as the 
government cautiously loosens 
its restrictions on independent 
filmmaking. She explains, “I 
came up with the concept of 
branding these movies so it 
makes it a clearly packaged 
commercial project and clearly 
distances it from any potential 
political concerns.” 

This strategy appears to have 
worked well for Kwans Media 
so far. “The project has not only 
gotten a lot of positive press 
and government support, we’ve 
managed to get the China Film 
Academy to approve the project. 
The close working relationship 
we have with Peking University 
also helps enormously,” Lola 
notes. “There seems to be a 
growing recognition of China’s 
potential to culturally influence 
international audiences in 
particular.” 

New Film also fits in well 
with China’s expanding role 
in the world cultural area, 
bolstered by the holding of 
such events as Beijing’s first 
International Art Biennale this 
year and a slew of other 
international art events in the 
lead up to the Olympics. Lola 
sees the present as ripe with 
opportunity for changing global 
perceptions of Chinese film. 
“Many past movies about rural 
China have created this 
mistaken global impression 
about how backward China 
is, when in reality China is 
so multi-faceted that just one 
glimpse of a rural village doesn’t 
nearly do justice to the diversity 
of China today,” she explains. 

In her opinion, movies are 
the best medium for changing 
such misconceptions and 
reaching out to domestic 
audiences. Lola concludes, “Film 
is one of the closest arts to 
the people. It’s multi-media, it’s 
accessible and it’s powerful.” 
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London Philharmonic 


Celebrates 
New Year 
in Beijing 


By Guo Yuandan 

T he London Philharmonic Orches- 
tra performed a trio of concerts 
in the Great Hall of the People 
in Beijing on 31 December 2003 and 1 
January 2004. This was the first visit 
to China by the orchestra since its pio- 
neering tour to Beijing 30 years ago. 

The London Philharmonic Orchestra 
has exhilarated audiences with perfor- 
mances by world renowned conductors 
and soloists since its foundation in 1932 
by Sir Thomas Beecham. 

The orchestra performed two concerts 
on New Year’s Eve, joined by the Beijing 
Symphony Orchestra. The joint concerts 
were conducted by Alexander Briger and 
Tan Lihua, artistic director of the Beijing 
Symphony Orchestra. On New Year’s Day, 


the Brits returned to the Great Hall for a 
third concert. 

A mixed program included Bizet, Tchai- 
kovsky, Elgar, Vaughan Williams, Rossini 
Beethoven and Chinese composers Bao Yu- 
ankai and Fang Kejie. The concert also 
featured 26-year-old Shanghai-born Ca- 
nadian violinist Yi-jia Susanne Hou, 
who has won gold medals at three in- 
ternational violin competitions. 

British soprano Sara Dinan and Ca- 
nadian tenor John MacMaster sang 
excerpts from Phantom of Opera and 
then joined Chinese baritone Liao 
Changyong for the fourth movement 
of Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony. Liao 
himself sang some Chinese folk songs 
and his trademark aria from The Bar- 
ber of Seville. 
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The London Philharmonic Orchestra performed a trio of concerts in the Great Hall of the People. 



Wu Bai Rocks into Town 


By Guo Yuandan 

Taiwan pop star Wu Bai is holding a con- 
cert at Beijing’s Capital Gymnasium on Jan- 
uary 16. He will be backed by his band China 
Blue, featuring Shao Ju on bass, Big Cat on 
keyboards and Dino Zavolta on drums. 

Known in Taiwan as the “King of live 
music,” Wu Bai and China Blue began play- 
ing music twenty years ago, building a loyal 
and devoted following. During the concert, 
Wu will invite local legend Cui Jian onto 
the stage as a special guest, sure to be one 
of the night’s rock ‘n’ roll highlights. 


Local Director Signs International Contract 


By Chen Ying 

A signing ceremony for a 
contract between young movie 
director Hao Ran and an inter- 
national entertainment com- 
pany was held in Beijing 
yesterday afternoon at the 
company’s Beijing office in 
Chaoyang District. 

“As far as I know, this is 
the first time that a movie 
director in China’s mainland 
has signed a contract with an 
international entertainment 
company,” said Wang Huaid- 
ong, public relations manager 
of US company Trans Continental Talent. 

The company signed a five-year contract 
with Hao at the ceremony, and announced 
the same day the establishment of the Hao 
Ran Film studio. 

One of China’s talented young movie 
directors, Hao graduated from the Beijing 
Film Academy in 1991 and has to date 
made three movies. His first two mov- 
ies, Young Lei Feng (1996) and Bright 


Heart (2001) won several lo- 
cal awards. 

From December 1997 to 
October 1998, he studied 
western film-making tech- 
niques at UCLA and New 
York University in the US. 
His third movie, Living and 
Loving... was released by New 
Film Distribution. 

“Now I’m preparing for Liv- 
ing and Loving... II and will 
make a TV play later. With 
the company’s help, I will co- 
operate with a Hollywood stu- 
dio to make a movie,” Hao told 
media. He expressed the hope that the new 
contract would give him more freedom and 
international exposure. 

“It’s been part of the company’s plan to 
invest in China’s movie and TV industry 
since we set up the subsidiary here a year 
ago. We have been looking for a Chinese di- 
rector as the turning point to become fur- 
ther involved with China’s movie industry,” 
said Wang Huaidong. 



Hao Ran 


WORLDWIDE 



Ray Davies 


The Kinks’ Davies Shot in 
New Orleans 

Ray Davies, the lead singer 
of British rock group The Kinks, 
was released from the hospital on 
Monday after being shot in the 
leg while chasing a mugger. 

Davies, 59, was walking with a 
woman in the city’s French Quar- 
ter Sunday evening when the 
shooting occurred, police said. 

“Two men approached and 
had taken the woman’s purse. He 
ran after them and was wounded 
in the right thigh,” police spokes- 
man Marlin DefrUo told Reuters. 
Police have arrested one suspect 
in the shooting and are searching 
for the second. 

Davies was on the 2004 New 
Year’s honors list, and named a 
Commander of the Order of the 
British Empire. It ranks below 
the knighthoods earlier given to 
Paul McCartney, Mick Jagger 
and Elton John. 



Ashanti 

Ashanti Gets ‘Carter’ for 
First Film 


Grammy-nominated song- 
stress Ashanti is headed to the big 
screen for the first time, scoring a 
supporting role in Coach Carter , a 
fact-based basketball drama star- 
ring Samuel L. Jackson. 

The Paramount Pictures 
project revolves around Rich- 
mond High School coach Ken 
Carter, who made national 
news in 1999 when he benched 
his entire undefeated basket- 
ball team for poor academic 
performance. He forfeited two 
league games and made the 
gym off-limits until students 
raised their grades, a move 


that drew praise and criticism 
from parents and school offi- 
cials. 

Ashanti will play Kyra, the 
newly pregnant girlfriend of one 
of the basketball players to be 
played by Rob Brown of Find- 
ing Forrester fame. 



David Arquette and Courteney Cox 

Friends Star Courteney 


Cox Expecting First Child 

Friends star Courteney Cox, 
who has tried for years to be- 
come a mother, is expecting her 
first child with actor husband 
David Arquette, her publicist 
said on Tuesday. 

Cox’s spokeswoman said the 
39-year-old actress was expect- 
ing a baby but gave no other de- 
tails about the pregnancy which 
follows what Cox herself has re- 
ferred to as “many miscarriag- 
es” over the years. 

Cox and Arquette, who mar- 
ried in June 1999, have spoken 
publicly about their infertility 
troubles and said in a television 
interview last year that they 
were trying to conceive via in- 
vitro fertilization after a string 
of miscarriages. 

Cox’s pregnancy coincides 
with the last season of the hit 
TV sitcom Friends where her 
screen character Monica and TV 
husband Chandler, played by 
Matthew Perry, have been ex- 
ploring adoption after being un- 
able to conceive. 

Six Years After Death, 
Diana Still Haunts Royals 
Six years after her death, 
Princess Diana still haunts Brit- 
ain’s royal family from the grave 
- but even close allies dis- 
missed her suspicion that Prince 
Charles was plotting to kill her. 

For her former husband and 
their two sons, the agony shows 
no sign of fading. For the con- 
spiracy theorists, there is no 
smoke without fire. 

What made Diana front-page 
news yet again around the world 
was not just the opening of the 
inquest but a tabloid newspa- 
per naming Charles as the per- 
son she suspected of plotting to 
kill her. 

Reuters 

Edited by Guo Yuandan 
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Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, which 
is released every Friday, is a new advertising special one for 
the real estate and relative industries. The English Edition is 
delivered with the newspaper so the media advantage is very 
obvious. Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, 
aiming at the advertiser's requests for the more pertinence, 
let's the policy-makers read the relative contact directly and try 
to reach the most advertisement effectiveness 

HOT TEL: 1391041 9797 


r WARWICK INTERNATIONAL 
APARTMENTS 


Were we do our job... So you can do yours. 

Special recommended villa at Lido are 
$6000/29spm/3br/fully furnished 

TEL:(01 0)671 51 166 ext.3005/3006 



MWB (Hotels Investments) Limited 

Beijing Kiu Lok Property Management Services Co Ltd 

Member of the Hong Kong Listed New World Group invites 
high-calibre applications for the post of Leasing Executives: 
Applications must possess: 

- University degree 

- presentable appearance 

- excellent inter-personal and negotiation skill 

- outgoing and aggressive personality 

- fluency of spoken English and Putonghua 

- sound sales / marketing experience and record 

- corporate client connections a definite advantage 

We offer attractive basic salary, commission and excellent ca 
reer prospect. Please send both English and Chinese resume 
C wiyh employment history, academic qualification, present 
and expected salary) together with a recent photo to The Sales 
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Enquiry hotline: 

65886868 

Developer: 

Beijing Zhong Bac 
xin Real Estate 
deveiop-ment Ltd 

Designer: 

RTKL Company 



Dart Foreign Affaires 
Management Office 

* Yard architecture whih European style 
* sufficient parking space, convenient traffic, complete facilities 
and offering service around the day 

* * Dart Commkerce Office 

l.it is located between CBD center and Guomao 
2 .favourable price :RMB3 -4yuan/ squaremeter/day 
3.teiephone number:65032597 or 64951817 

* * Dart Commkerce Garden 
1 .it is located in the New Olympic sphere and it is betwee foreign ac- 
count office and the Chinese-Japannese Hospital 

2. favourable price:RMB 2.8-3. 5yuan/squaremeter/day 

3. telephone number:65032097 or 65032598 

My compay also has open separate foreign of-fice building with 
15000 square meter to be sold(Including property right). It is located 
in north-eastern comer of SiyuanBridge. 


LONGTAN APARTMENTS 
from$500/month. 34-110 sq.m 
(studio, 1 -2bedrooms) 

. Fully furnished with satellite 
TV,IDDappliances. 

24hour hot water, security, 
plentiful parking 
. near the Temple of Heaven, 

Chong wen District 

call now for more details. 
67115358 67128749 


SCITECH HOTEL 

BUSINESS FLOOR ON LINE 

Business Floor Standard Room: USD98+1 5%SC 

Business Floor Suite: USD138+15%SC 

Business Floor Duplex Suite: USD300+15%SC 

Express check in &check out Free use 3DDS Internet Lines 

One free buffet in CoffeeShop per day Dailynewspaper&Magazine Free use 

swimming pool, GYM and sauna Free income faxes 

Daily happy hours:(l 7:30- 1 8:30) Welcome amenities on arrival 

One piece free pressing per day 

ADD:No.22Jianguomen wai Avenue, 
Beijing 10004P.R. China 
Tel: 8610-65123388 

Fax: 8610-65123542 

E-mail : sthotel@w. com. cn 

City Plaza(Phasel)And 
Palace International 

Address: 3A,Shi Fipu, Chaoyang District,Beijing, China 
Transportation : conveniently closetoChaoy angRoad, J ingtong 

Express Way.and Ciyunsi Bridge of the 4th Ring Road 
Services iReceptionist(Lobby), Tickets, Room Service, HomeMaid. 

Room Cleaning, Home Appliance Repairs, and Flowers. 

Rental Returns: usD9oo.oo-22ooper month 

Current Occupation Rate: offices: 100% department 95.7% 

Business Tax: 0.4% 

Management Fees: PalaceIntemational:RMB800 per square me- 

ter per month for Cleaning, Security(in-door and out-door)Vegetation,Eleva- 
tor s , Ele v ator s , Minor Repairs, Room. 

HOT TEL:65561 798 




OTo South of LanDao building, it'snew 
building 

OArea:3500m2-4000m2,430spm/per 

floor 

OThis building is available to Bank, Nego- 
tiable Securities, Business Center,res- 
taurant etc. 

O 24hours security & hot water 

Tel: 65958081 65958060 

Mobil: 13701350511 

13910890956 

Add: No. 38 Chao Wai avenue 
Chao Tang district Beijing 

Sunflower Tower 


Investors: Philipp Holzmann Anlagen Gmbh 
Location: No.37,Maizidian Street,Chaoyang District,Beijing Next] 
to the LiangMa Hotel. Located atthe East3rdRing Road 
Area: 817square meters(based on architectural area)on24th Floor 
Asking rent: USD28/month/sqm(gross including management) 
Communication: supplied nodes 1 1 ) I ) lines and 4MB of Capacity] 
ISDN is available 

Elevator: 10KONE elevators I I VAC System:Four-pipe system 
Amenities: Busines center,Exhibition facilities, Retail space 
Existing Tenants: Walt Disney,BASY,KONE,E-turtle Nex 
work 

Tel:85275696-60S 


BEIJING AMBASSADOR MANSION 

Ambassabdor Mansion 
Good News! 

Newly decored apartments and offices 

Apartment styles Available! 

Range from *1 bedroom to 4 bedroom 
USDIOOO/month up 
Office Styles 

Nex area from 20m2-1 600m2 

Ambassador Mansion 

is an excellent choice for your business 

or life For more information 

Call us at 010-64384093 
or fax on 010-64380148 

T K -ff „ Mr >£ : T 

64055786 


this newspaper's perennial legal adviser : Beij ing jingtai law office 

undertaking mostly: 

1 , real estate business that buy, rent and manage kinds of licences in Beijing; 

2 , foreign cases . maritime , finance , bond . important and difficult affiairs; 

3 , debt, economy contracts foreign marriage cases, criminal defense; 

4 . notarizations; 

5. holding perennial legal advisers for foreign enterprises, providing legal assistance; 

6 . providing law, regulations and contract versions in any languages „ 

TEL:86- 10-8352 12 18 FAX:86- 10-83525557 

http://www.venus-law.com e-mail :jt@venus-law. com 
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Chinese Basebal 


By Zhang Bo 

The past year was one of 
struggle and disappointment 
in the realm of Chinese sports. 
The SARS outbreak forced the 
Women’s World Cup to shift 
from China to the US and 
the experienced Chinese squad 
failed to play up to expec- 
tations. The men’s national 
football squad, under the lead- 
ership of new coach Aire Hann 
of the Netherlands, also did 
not impress. The only highlight 


By Hou Mingxin 

R umors stirring over the 
past two weeks that me- 
dia mogul Ruport Murdoch 
wants to buy a Chinese Baseball 
League (CBL) team were con- 
firmed by Shen Wei, general sec- 
retary of the Chinese Baseball 
Association (CBA) in an interview 
with Beijing Today last Wednes- 
day. She also said that from its 
relatively low-profile present posi- 
tion, domestic baseball has bright 
prospects for future development. 
New league drawing international 
attention 

The CBL, China’s first profes- 
sional baseball league, was estab- 
lished in 2002. To date, the league 
has only four teams, the Beijing Ti- 
gers, Tianjin Lions, Shanghai Ea- 
gles and Guangzhou Lightening. 

Despite its small size, the pro 
baseball league has already de- 
veloped a surprisingly enthusias- 
tic national fan base. Last year, 
attendance averaged several hun- 
dred people per game and TV 
viewership was much larger, as 
half of the 48 regular season 
games and the championships 
were aired live on China Central 
Television (CCTV) and several lo- 
cal TV stations. Foreign networks, 
including the US’ CBS and Ja- 
pan’s NHK, have also covered 
some CBL action. 

In this climate, Murdoch’s owner- 
ship bid is not a complete surprise. 
Shen told Beijing Today that contact 
between the CBA and Murdoch’s 
representative is just in beginning 
stages, but the mogul’s intention to 
own has been made clear. 

According to Shen, besides es- 
tablishing his own team in 2005, 
Murdoch also plans to promote the 
development of baseball in China 
through his massive media empire. 
The CBA has given Murdoch per- 
mission to hire foreign coaches and 
up to three international players, 
but Shen emphasized that the rest 
of the roster must be filled by Chi- 
nese athletes. 

Murdoch’s move comes on the 
heels of a landmark deal signed 
between the US’ Major League 
Baseball (MLB) and the CBA on 
November 23 last year. That two- 
year deal calls for the MLB to help 
foster the development of baseball 
in China, in part to cultivate Olym- 
pic-caliber players in the domestic 
league, and also in order to further 
open the door to the country’s mas- 
sive market. 

The agreement calls for MLB 
to implement a variety of game 
development and youth initiatives 
in China, including coach and um- 
pire training and working with 
the national team. The deal also 
enables American major league 
clubs to scout and sign Chinese 
players to professional contracts. 

Chinese officials called the 
agreement “historic” and said it 
would help baseball mirror the 
success of football and basketball, 
both of which have exploded in 
popularity in China over the past 
decade. 

Only 20 years ago, a high school 
team from Japan would have been 
able to make easy work of China’s 
national baseball squad. Today, the 
gap between China and the top 
three Asian baseball powers, Ja- 
pan, South Korea and Chinese Tai- 
pei, has diminished. At the Asian 
Championships held in Japan last 


November, those teams had to sum- 
mon their top professional players 
in order to defeat China, Shen said. 
Four obstacles to overcome 

Although baseball has been 
played in China for over a century, 
it has not become nearly as popular 
as football or basketball as a result 
of four factors, according to Shen. 

First is the problem of ball- 
parks. Baseball fields are very 
large, up to four times the size 
of a football pitch, requiring a 
great deal of space and invest- 
ment. Only a few domestic cities 
can claim to have decent ball 
parks. 

Moreover, fundamental baseball 
equipment, such as balls, bats, 
gloves, jerseys and hats, are rela- 
tively expensive for most Chinese, 
particularly because most such 
equipment is imported. 

A third factor inhibiting the 
faster growth of the sport is the 
complexity of baseball rules. The as- 
sociation has arranged for experts 
to give running explanations of play 
and regulations for audiences dur- 
ing games, but the elaborate rules 
continue to mystify many people. 
People that do not understand the 
game are unlikely to become fans, 
said Shen. 

The last factor is game dura- 
tion. Unlike football, basketball and 
many other sports, baseball has no 
set play time, making it difficult to 
schedule televised games. 

Looking forward to 2008 

Despite such problems, baseball 
is a sport on the rise in this coun- 
try. Shen told Beijing Today that 
she believed China could do well at 
the 2008 Olympics if baseball con- 
tinues to develop at its current pace 
over the next four years. Her hope 
for the team to finish among the top 
six at the Beijing Games. 

Shen’s optimistic appraisal is 
based on the idea that baseball is 
a game that requires team spirit 
and intelligent play, making it a 
good match to Chinese athletes’ 
strengths. 

According to Shen, an encourag- 
ing sign for the future of baseball 
in China is the performance of do- 
mestic juvenile softball teams. Chi- 
na has claimed seven titles at the 
U-12 World Soft Baseball Champi- 
onships over the past two decades, 
though that success has received 
minimal domestic press coverage, 
she told Beijing Today. 

In 1986, a the top Chinese youth 
softball team was invited to play 
in the US against four teams of 
their same age. To most people’s 
surprise, the Chinese kids swept 
all four games. They were subse- 
quently invited to the White House 
by then Vice President George H. 
Bush, making them the only Chi- 
nese sports team to receive that 
honor, Shen said. 

At present, about 20 provinces 
have baseball teams at primary 
and high school levels, and more 
than 50 domestic universities and 
colleges have squads. Some prom- 
inent institutions of higher learn- 
ing, such as Tsinghua and Beijing 
universities, even have teams for 
each department. A national col- 
lege league is expected to be es- 
tablished in the near future. 

Shen also hopes that CBL will 
cultivate a Yao Ming-like superstar 
who could go on to play in the MLB, 
a development that would greatly 
aid the growth of Chinese baseball. 


A Beijing Tigers player takes the plate during the team’s 11-1 rout of the Guangzhou Lightening last April 12 in Beijing. 
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Racil across Tuesday marked the sixth day of the 26th Paris-Dakar Rally, which will take 142 

c cars, 195 motorcycles and 63 trucks across the scorching Sahara desert. The 19-day 

thC Saliaro rally will stretch a total of 11052.5 kilometers. 


tion for Athens is to equal or 
surpass that performance. 

NBA to warm up in China in 
October 

Chinese all-star center Yao 
Ming will play in his hometown 
of Shanghai again this fall in a 
pair of NBA pre-season match- 
es scheduled to be held in that 
city and Beijing in October. The 
games are part of the league’s 
continuing efforts to support 
the development and growth of 
basketball in China. 

Yao’s Houston Rockets will 
take on the Sacramento Kings 
in both games. 

FI and tennis in November 

Domestic Formula One fans 
are in for a treat on November 
26 when the first Grand Prix of 
China is held in Shanghai. 

FI racing is a sport on the 
rise in this country, receiving 
increasing media and public 
attention. There is little possi- 
bility that the Federation of In- 
ternational Automobiles (FIA) 
is unaware of the potential of 
the huge domestic market, and 
scheduling the race seems a 
move that should pay off for 
many parties. 

Top stars of the tennis world 
will converge on Beijing from 
November 13 to 19 for the first 
China Tennis Open, an event 
in the men’s ATP tour. The 
tournament is aimed at being 
even more successful than last 
September’s Master Shanghai 
Master Cup, which attracted 
impressive talent to play for a 
total of $3.7 million in prize 
money. 


Big Doings in Sport in 2004 


of 2003 was the victory of the 
Chinese women at the volley- 
ball World Cup. 

This year promises to be 
much more successful and ce- 
ment China’s position in inter- 
national sport. A whole series 
of major events are slated to be 
held in this country, including 
the Asia Football Cup, a Formu- 
la One race, NBA pre-season 
games, the ATP China Open 
tennis tournament, a PGA tour 
golf tournament, and the de- 
but of China’s Premier Soccer 
League. 

May big for soccer and golf 

On May 15, with the support 
of the Chinese Football Associ- 
ation (CFA), the new Premier 
League will enter operation. 
The league will represent the 
pinnacle of domestic football 
and is aimed at achieving the 
heights of play quality and 
sponsorship wealth enjoyed by 
England’s Premiership and oth- 
er top international leagues. 

The debut will spell the 
end of China’s Division A 
League, the decade-long his- 
tory of which was riddled by 
scandal. Whether the Premier 
League truly offers anything 
new, or is just a nominal change, 
remains to be seen. 

At around the same time, 
from May 13 to 16, the PGA 
European Tour will visit Chi- 
na for the first time for the 
BMW Asian Open in Shanghai. 
The tournament will be held at 


the Thomson Golf Club and is 
a clear indication of the coun- 
try’s rising stature in the golf- 
ing world. 

Asian Cup coming in July 

Shortly before the Athens 
Olympics dominates sports 
headlines, the best men’s foot- 
ball Asia has to offer will come 
to China as sixteen powers vie 
for the Asian Cup, starting on 
July 17. 

China’s prospects in the 
tournament look good, in part 
for the fact that host nations 
have won six of the past 12 
Cups. Teams in Asia are rel- 
atively even in terms of skill 
and competitiveness, allowing 
hosts to make the most of 
home-field advantages, such as 
scheduling. 

Having reached fourth place 
or better in five out of seven 
tournaments, the Chinese na- 
tional team has a history of 
playing well in the Asian Cup, 
and domestic fans will definite- 
ly be pulling for the team to go 
all the way this year. 

Olympics returns home in 
August 

A century after their reviv- 
al, the Olympics Games will 
return to their birthplace of 
Athens, Greece, in August. 

China’s Olympic team won 
the third most golds of any na- 
tion at the Sydney Olympics in 
2000, the best record for a Chi- 
nese team in history. The goal 
set by China’s Olympic delega- 
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Jiaohuaji (beggar’s chicken, 78 yuan) 
at Zhangshengji 

By Joel Kirkhart 

1 Among the most reputed 

Zhejiang-style eateries in town 
are the three Kong Yiji 
restaurants, all of which are 
perpetually busy And for good 
reason - the food is superb, the 
service stellar and the prices 
reasonable. 

Not to be missed are the fish 
and seafood dishes. Definitely worth 
trying is the youbao hexia (river 
shrimp cooked in oil, 30 yuan), 
small fresh shrimps flash cooked, 
shell and all, that are juicy, a little 
sweet and delicious. Also excellent is 
the Ningshi shansi (Ningbo-style eel 
slices, 30 yuan), thin strips of tender 
eel stir-fried with yellow chives. It’s 
a bit oily, as traditional calls for, 
but very tasty. Clams star in the 
congyou chao haiguazi (small clams 
with onion oil, 28 yuan), a heaping 
plate of tiny mollusks quick fried 
with onions and ginger, and the gade 
zhengdan, eggs steamed with clams 
that makes a soothing end to a meal. 

Kong Yiji justifies its reputation 
with its outstanding Dongpo rou (5 
yuan for a small bowl), in which the 
pork is meltingly tender and richly 
flavored. Meat lovers should also try 
the youtiao chao niurou (28 yuan), 
chunks of fried oil sticks stir-fried 


The foods of Hangzhou, as well as the other cities 
of Ningho, Shaoxing and Wenzhou, make up the 
hulk of Zhejiang cuisine, one of the eight main 
schools of Chinese cooking . Zhejiang dishes, in 
particular those of the lakeside city, are best 
known for being light, nutritious and fresh, 
allowing the natural flavors of premium local 
ingredients such as bamboo shoot, grass carp 
and good pork to shine . 

Most of Hangzhou’s most famous dishes are 
based on regional ingredients . Though it is 
popular nationwide, people in the know will 
say that Xihu cuyu* or West Lake carp, is only 
good if made from fish from that lake . The 
carp in this dish are cut in a distinctive way, 
split down the middle from head to tail and 
served eyes-up, lightly poached and covered in 
a sharp sour and sweet sauce . 

Another specialty, longjing xiaren* shrimp 
stir-fried with Dragon Well tea, makes use of 
two prominent local products, river shrimp and 
longjing tea, widely considered the finest kind of 
green tea available in this country . 

In general, Hangzhou food, with its emphasis 
on fresh ingredients and delicious sauces made of 
simple materials such as soy sauce and Shaoxing 
wine (see sidebar at right), is one of China’s more 
elegant schools of cuisine and makes a nice break 
from heavier local fare . 


Baoyan huangyu 

(braised fish, 78 yuan) 
at Zhangshengji 


Mellow Yellow Wine 


By Joel Kirkhart 

One of Zhejiang’s most famous products is huangjiu , 
generally known outside the country as Shaoxing yellow 
wine or rice wine. This rich brew is made from high 
quality glutinous rice, wheat and pure water, preferably 
from the waters of Jianhu Lake in the city of Shaoxing. It 
is a mild, somewhat sweet, amber-colored concoction that 
has an alcohol content of 15 to 20 percent, improves 
with age and should be served warm. 

The brewing of huangjiu can be traced back as 
far as the Spring and Autumn period (770-476 
B.C.). Today, huangjiu is still made in many 
households in Zhejiang and nearby regions 
using traditional methods. In Beijing, some 
of the best places to try huangjiu are the 
Kong Yiji restaurants (see review at left), 
where they brew and age their own. 

There are many varieties of huangjiu, 
all of which are readily available at 
restaurants and supermarkets around 
town, but the best kinds are arguably 
huadiao and nu’erhong. Huadiao, which 
literally translates to “floral sculpture,” is so 
named because its bottles come painted or 
sculpted with images of birds and flowers 
According to ancient Zhejiang custom, 
nu’erhong huangjiu is a special marker of the 
birth of a daughter. The brew is bottled and 
stored when a girl is bom and then opened 15 
years later when she has grown up. 

Not only is huangjiu an enjoyable 
drink on a cold night, it is also a 
flavorful addition to food and an ingredient 
in many delectable Chinese sauces. Yet it 
can also add appealing 
depth to Western-style 
bean soups and 
chili and can be 
used in place of 
sherry in most 
recipes. 


Hangzhou 

Hankerings 


lack of warmth except that provided 
by portable heaters. The short, 
inexpensive menu reveals this 
establishment as somewhere between 
a full-on restaurant and a snack joint. 

The house specialty is noodles, 
especially laoya mian (20 yuan), or 
duck noodles. For all the hype, that 
dish is unremarkable and nearly 
tasteless. The Hangzhou chaomian 
(Hangzhou fried noodles, 10 yuan), 
chewy, oily noodles with chives and a 
flat brown sauce, are not much better. 

Among the main dishes, the 
luobosi chao hexia (river shrimps 
fried with radish strips, 22 yuan) 
was a disappointing pile of frozen 
shrimp with mushy, tasteless radish. 
A slight improvement was the 
jiangchao jianjiao qiezi (eggplant 
fried with chilies in brown sauce, 

10 yuan), though the eggplant 
was overcooked and the sauce 
overpowering. The yansuancai shao 
doufu (12 yuan) came in a generous 
portion but was not very 
impressive. If Zhejiang fare was 
meant to taste like this, it would not 
have its reputation. 

The only relatively authentic and 
assuredly tasty dish in the meal was 
the jiangrou zheng dongsun (bamboo 
shoot steamed with salted pork, 

25 yuan), pieces of salted meat 
laid over fresh bamboo shoot and 
then steamed, which had a salty, 
fresh taste that spoke distinctly 
of Hangzhou food. Now that 


Shishahai is prime dining territory, 
there are far better nearby choices 
than this mediocre restaurant. 

Where: No. 6 Di’anmen Xidajie, 
Dongcheng Tel: 8404 8884 Open: 11 
am - 10 pm Average cost: 30 yuan 
per person 

3 Hangzhou cuisine specialist 
Zhangshengji is so popular that 
the only way to get a table 
without waiting for an hour is to 
show up before 5:30 pm or go in 
a large group, because they only 
take reservations for groups of 10 
or more. And while the food is good, 
why it draws such hordes is a bit of 
a mystery. 

The restaurant’s sprawling, 
packed interior is decent, but not 
remarkable. The robust business is 
probably to blame, but service is 
a bit curt, distracted and more 
interested in clearing tables than 
advising customers. 

Food comes out incredibly fast from 
what must be an enormous kitchen. 
Our cold dish selection, zui ji (drunken 
chicken, 26 yuan), which had an 
appealing natural chicken flavor, hit 
the table no more than two minutes 
after we put in our order. 

The daoducai jianjiao chao 
chengzirou (fried razor clam with 
chili pepper and pickle, 38 yuan) 


was OK, but easily eclipsed by other 
dishes. The best thing we ordered 
was the lasun kou qiancengrou 
(steamed pork with dried bamboo 
shoots, 38 yuan), a heaping portion 
of thinly sliced rich belly pork over 
a pile of crunchy bamboo shoot and 
covered in a hearty brown sauce. 

Also very solid was the youbao 
hexia (deep fried big shrimps, around 
30 yuan for a half kilogram), a plate of 
fresh shrimp with crunchy shells and 
plump and flavorful meat, covered in 
a tasty, if a bit too sweet, sauce. 

Bold diners will enjoy th eganchao 
doufu (deep fried pickled bean curd, 

12 yuan) cubes of stinky tofu fried 
to the point that they are quite dry, 
meaning minimally stinky. They have 
a winning texture and flavor and 
are served with pickled red chili 
paste for dipping. Last, and kind of 
least, was the xuecai huagu chao 
dongsun , (bamboo shoot, mushrooms 
and pickles, 35 yuan), which tasted 
fine was challenging to grab. 

As we were being all but pushed 
out of the restaurant by the wait 
staff into the crowded lobby, the 
meal seemed decent but not worth 
waiting an hour for. 

Where: Inside Zhejiang Dasha, 
Anzhen Xili, along the North Third 
Ring Road, Chaoyang Tel: 6442 0006 
Open: 11 am - 2 pm, 5-9 pm 
Average cost: 60 yuan per person 





Well-cooked Dongpo rou 
is rich, delicious and 
melts in the mouth. 


Huangjiu ranges greatly in price in keeping 
with quailty. A bottle of cheap jiafan (right) can 
cost as little as 6 yuan, while a finer aged hua- 
diao can go for upwards of 60 yuan. 
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Poetic Pork 

By Joel Kirkhart 

Eleventh-century poet and master 
chef Su Dongpo came up with many 
culinary creations that are still popu- 
lar in Chinese cooking today. Perhaps 
his most famous dish, Dongpo rou , or 
Dongpo-style pork, is a standard at ev- 
ery Hangzhou-style restaurant and a 
good measure of an eatery’s quality and 
authenticity. In the dish, which is time 
consuming but relatively easy to make, 
belly-cut pork is slow-cooked in a sim- 
ple sauce until tender to the point that 
it melts in the mouth. 

Recipe: Dongpou Rou 

Ingredients: 

About 800 grams bel- 
ly pork with rind 
6-7 tbsp water 
2 tbsp sugar 
6-7 tbsp Shaoxing 
wine 

6-7 tbsp dark or 
mushroom soy sauce 
8 thick slices peeled 
ginger 

10 spring onions, 
halved and trimmed 
Procedure: 

Remove the thin lay- 
er of caul fat from the 
meat but leave rind and 
other sides intact. Cut 
pork into eight square or 
rectangular pieces. 

Blanch the pork by 
cooking it in boiling wa- 
ter for two minutes. Pour 
into a colander and rinse 
to remove scum. Drain. 

Place the meat, rind 
side down, into one or 
two heatproof clay pots 
with lids. Add water, sug- 
ar, wine and soy sauce and evenly coat 
meat with mixture. Add the ginger and 
spring onion and cover pot(s). 

Steam the closed pots in a steamer 
over medium-high heat for up to four 
hours. Check pork for tenderness be- 
fore three hours of cooking. When done, 
the meat and fat should be very soft 
and succulent. 

Remove the pots from the steamer 
and take out the ginger. Allow the dish 
to cool and then refrigerate for a few 
hours to get fat to congeal. Spoon off 
and discard fat. 

When ready to serve, spoon out jel- 
lied sauce, put it in a saucepan and 
boil over high heat to reduce until 
dense and slightly caramelized. Re- 
duce heat to low, add pork to the pan 
and cook until piping hot, spooning 
the sauce over the pork. 

Makes eight small servings. 


Song Dynasty poet and 
gourmand Su Dongpo, cre- 
ator of Dongpo rou. 


T he city of Hangzhou in Zhejiang Province, and its celebrated West Lake, 
has long been a standard for natural beauty and high culture in 
China . In its heyday, as the capital of the Southern Song Dynasty, 
Hangzhou was an advanced metropolis that outstripped many other 
cities within and far beyond China’s borders . For one thing, the 
city developed a still- cherished cuisine and had active restaurants 
centuries before their likes appeared in Europe, as observed by 
Marco Polo when he visited Hangzhou sometime between 1276 
and 1292 . 


with beef slices in a delicious sauce. 

When it comes to vegetables, there 
are again many choices. A Zhejiang 
treat is the youmensun (20 yuan), 
fresh bamboo shoots in tasty brown 
sauce. The simple xiaojianjiao chao 
qiezi (eggplant stir-fried with small 
chilies, 18 yuan) is fantastic, the chilies 
mild and the eggplant cooked fast 
and tender. Finish off a meal with a 
bowl of yanduxian (28 yuan), a salty, 
satisfying soup made of bamboo shoot 
and salted pork in rich broth. 

No meal at Kong Yiji would 
be complete without sampling some 
of their outstanding huangjiu , or 
Shaoxing rice wine, and a full half 
kilo of three-year-old huadiao only 
costs 20 yuan. 

Where: No. 322 Dongsi Beidaijie, 
Dongcheng Tel: 6404 0507 Open: 10 
am - midnight 

Where: Shishahai Nan’an, far 
west end of Houhai, Xicheng Tel: 
6618 4917 Open: 10 am - 2 pm, 
4:30-9:30 pm Average cost: 50 
yuan per person 

2 Xihu Chuancai, a Hangzhou 
restaurant on Ping’an 
Avenue near Shishahai, 
opened late last year, but with its 
unimpressive food and service, is 
likely to got he way of the dodo 
soon unless things get better fast. 

The inside is simple, the only 
real strike against it being the 
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Worshipping Buddha by Da Le 

January Exhibition 

Paintings by Gu Ni, Guo 
Bu, Gao Yingzhu, Da Le, 
Huan Yi, Tu Tu. 

Where: East Gallery, 

Deshengmen Watchtower, 
North Second Ring Road 
When: till January 15 

(closed Monday), 9 am - 5:30 
pm Tel: 8201 4962 


uction 


Guardian Auction 

More than 570 ancient 
and modern paintings and 
calligraphy works will be 
put under the hammer, 
along with 82 Chinese oil 
paintings. Among the paint- 
ing and calligraphy works, 
some rare pieces such as an 
original example of callig- 
raphy writing by Emperor 
Qianlong in 1772. 

Where: Kunlun Hotel, 2 
Xinyuan Nanli When: Jan- 
uary 9, 9:30 am - 6 pm Tel: 
6590 3388 


4 




Meihao Yaodian 

January 10 Glorious Phar- 
macy ( Meihao Yaodian). Jan- 
uary 14 there is a party with 
funk rock and jazz funk blues 
jams. All musicians welcome 
to perform. 

Where: Loup Chante 

Chengfu Lu, Shiweiying 
When: 9 pm Admission: 
January 10 - 30 yuan, Janu- 
ary 14 - free Tel: 6276 7355 


ecture 


Learn to Sing 

Come and sit around the 
singers and guitarist and 
learn some typical Chinese 
folk and pop songs. Hand- 
outs of words of the songs in 
English, Chinese and pin- 
yin are available. 

Where: Durty Nellie’s 
Irish Pub, across the Liang- 
ma River from the Kempin- 
ski Hotel When: January 11, 
2:30-4:30 pm Admission: 30 
yuan Tel: 8462 2081 

We are glad to receive your 
feedback. We will print em- 
ployment, language exchange 
and accommodation info for 
individuals. Feel free to email 
us at bjtodayinfo @ 3met.c0m 
or call 6590 2521 

By GuoYuandan 


ctivities 


BUSINESS AGENT 
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Professional media compan 


Our servee including: 

♦ Specialize in advertisement design; 

♦ Advertisement promotion on network 
and media; 

♦ Advertising report of company on 
newspaper; 

Good service give you efficient feedback 

Tel:68431638 Fax:88516568 
Mobile:1 30011 68744 
E-mail:newyangd@hotmail.com 


BEIJING CONSULTING SERVICE CENTER FOR INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL AFFAIRS 


The center handles applications for enterprise 
and foreign enterprise permanent office in Beijing registration. 

ifeiJt: It* 1 7 107-109 ^ 

RM107-109, NO,7,XIYUAN HOTEL, NO. 1,SANLIHELU,HAIDI AN, BEIJING. 
68313388 $$ 57107-57109 88371521 if M: 68342761 
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PI BeiJing PRE-MEDIA Advertising Company 

RE -MEDIA ® & r J 

A well-known professioned company 

We provide following services: 

★Market strategy, promotion and design, Boutique agency 
★Advertisement Managencent of plane Media, TV advertisement 
★ Buying Representative 

Quality service obtain honour welcome to consultation 

TEL:88552081 FAX:88552079 


;< 

2 

\ MOBILE: 13601226884 E-mail:pieere@sina.com 
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we're looking forward to foreign association for: 
Joint venture and technology cooperation; 
Trademark introduction; 

Marketing promotion and management; 
Arrangement of exhibition and meeting; 
Welcome to contact with us 
Tel: 139 111 9521 9 

SfService 

Advertisement for IT, OVERSEAS IMMIGERA 
TION and so on. 


ijwnanT 


♦ Get information of Can- 
ada university at present 
♦Recommend eight 
university in Canada 
Hotline:010-66050344/66050391 


RUSSIA 


♦ U.S.A university standard, Chin- 
ese university fee 
♦Enough speciality 
♦no requirement of age 
♦BA and Master 

, Hotline: 010-66050775 , 


CHINA BEIJING SEVICE CENTER FOR STUDENTS EXCHANGE 


Head Office Tel: 010 — 66020403 WebSite: www.cbjsc.com 
Address:Level 6,XidanTushu Building,No.l7 Xi Changan St. Beijing 


I 11 BEIJING PRE-MEDIA ADVERTISING CO., LTD. 

PRE‘\EDIA 

A 

dvertising agent service 

% 
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usiness service 
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design service 
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• ci/viigit • gftit • 

• • popr^ 

• ¥J*« • SMS • « ft* 

( 

HIGH QUALITY BEST SERVICE 

TEL:(86)01 0-88552079/80 1 3621080964 
AD.E-mail:premedia@263.net 




Spirit of the 

Dance is a cross between 
Riverdance and Salsa! It is a 
production featuring a blend of traditional culture 
from Ireland and the passionate Latino rhythms of Flamenco. 
Where: Beizhan Theater > 135 Xizhimenwai Dajie When: 
January 17-23, 7:30 pm Admission: 180-1,080 yuan 
Tel: 6835 1383 


Canadian Carmen 

Canada’s Alberta Ballet, led by 
artistic director Jean Grand-Maitre, 
is to perform Carmen in Beijing. 
Founded in the early 1950s, Cana- 
da’s fourth largest ballet troupe has 
gained great acclaim worldwide. 

Where: Beizhan Theater, 135 Xi- 
zhimen Waidajie When: January 
9-10, 7:30 pm Admission: 80-480 
yuan Tel: 6835 4455 
Iron Taps and Steps 

Led by talented dancer Wally East- 
wood, the Iron Beats Tap-Dancing 
Troupe from Las Vegas is to tour Chi- 
na. Eastwood has danced on stage 
since he was seven. The troupe has vis- 
ited 25 countries in Europe, the Amer- 
icas and Asia. Their dances mix humor 
into various styles of steps with flavors 
from Argentina, Ireland and Africa. 

Where: Beizhan Theater, 135 Xizhi- 
menwai Dajie When: January 12-16, 
7:30 pm Admission: 180-1,000 yuan 
Tel: 6835 1383 


Association. Famous crosstalk per- 
formers including Jiang Kun, Li Jin- 
dou and Gong Hanlin will crack 
gags from shows that have won top 
awards in the China Cao Yu Drama 
Awards. 

Where: Nationality Cultural Pal- 
ace Theater, west to Xidan When: 
January 11-15, 7:30 Admission: 
80-680 yuan Tel: 6602 2770 

Subway 

A musical based on Taiwan art- 
ist Ji Mi’s picture-story book, this 
is a simple story about a 15-year- 
old blind girl, who steps into a sub- 
way in the hope of recovering her 
lost eyesight. She meets with many 
real and surreal characters on the 
way, which helps enrich her life 
and imagination. 

Where: Grand Chang’an 

Theatre, Jianguomennei Dajie 
When: January 14-18, 7:30 pm 
Admission: 180-1,000 yuan Tel: 
6510 1155 


The Rundown 

Directed by Peter Berg, 
starring Dwayne “The 
Rock” Johnson, Seann Wil- 
liam Scott, Christopher 
Walken, Rosario Dawson, 
Ernie Misko. When Travis 
(Scott), the son of an under- 
world kingpin, disappears 
in the Amazon in search 
of a priceless artifact, re- 
trieval expert Beck (Rock), 
is sent to get him. Despite 
their hostility - and their 
love for the same woman 
(Dawson) - the two must 
eventually join forces to 
fight the evil head of a 
gold-mining corporation 
(Walken) who is after the 
same treasure. English with 
Chinese subtitles. 

Where: UME Interna- 
tional Cineplex, (Huaxing 
Guoji Yingcheng), 44 Kex- 
ueyuan Nanlu, Shuangy- 
ushu, Haidian When: from 
January 14 Admission: 80 
yuan Tel: 82112851 
Magic Kitchen 
(Mohuan Chufang) 

Directed by Lee Chi-Ngai. 
Starring Sammi Cheng, Andy 
Lau and Wendy Liu. A silly, 
star-studded romantic come- 
dies from Hong Kong, which 
tells the story of a beautiful 
chef striving to break free 
from a family curse by con- 
cocting her food of love. In 
Mandarin. 

Where: Xindong’an Cine- 
ma, 5th floor, 138 Wangfujing 
Dajie, Dongcheng When: 
January 1-30 Admission: 50 
yuan Tel: 6528 1988 


Dillinger Is Dead 

Starring Michel Piccoli, 
Anita Pallemberg and Annie 
Girardot. A cold dinner on 
the table. A cold wife stuffed 
with sleeping pills. A gun 


wrapped in a paper dated 
July 23, 1934, the date John 
Dillinger was killed. This 
experimental, but ultimate- 
ly simple film is a delight 
to watch, and is probably 
one of Marco Ferreri’s best 
movies. Italian with English 
subtitles. 

Where: Cultural Office 
of Italian Embassy, 2 
Sanlitun Dong’ erjie When: 
January 15, 7 pm Admis- 
sion: free Tel: 6532 2187 
Gone Is the One Who 
Held Me Dearest in 
the World (Shijieshang 
Zuiteng Wo De 
Nageren Qule) 

Directed by Zhang Jie, 
starring Si Qin Gao Wa, 
Huang Suying, Shi Weiji- 
an, Gong Peixin. This film 
begins at the end: An el- 
derly woman passes away 
and her daughter is dis- 
traught. The rest is a ten- 
der flashback about how 
a woman spends the final 
months of her dying moth- 
er’s life. Chinese with Eng- 
lish subtitles. 

Where: Cherry Lane 

Movies, 29 Liangmaqiao Lu 
When: January 16-17, 8 pm 
Admission: 50 yuan Tel: 
13901134745 


Swan Lake from Cuba 

Founded in 1948 in Havana, the 
Cuba National Ballet will present 
its version of Tchaikovsky’s classic 
score about Prince Siegfried’s avian 
romance in Beijing. 

Where: The Great Hall of the 
People When: January 12-14, 7:30 
pm Admission: 180-1,200 yuan 
Tel: 6406 9999 


Underground Attraction 
Crosstalk (Dixiatie) 

Award-winning crosstalk shows 
will be staged by China Dramatists 


Mahjong Workshop 

Mahjong is probably the 
most popular game across 
Asia and a real facet of every- 
day Chinese culture. Begin- 
ners and intermediate level 
players are all welcome. 

Where: Level 30, Tower 
A, Soho When: January 9, 
6:30-8:30 pm Admission: 30 
for adults, 20 for students. 
Tel: 8580 1265 Email: 

apexschool@hotmail.com 
Fundraising Cocktail 

Beijing Human and An- 
imal Environmental Edu- 
cation Centre, a non-profit 
organization, is holding a 
fund-raising cocktail event 
for the animals under the 
Centre’s protection. 

Where: Kagen Restaurant, 
8 Guanghua Donglu When: 
January 9, 7pm Admission: 
98 yuan Tel: 6583 6830 
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Gongwangfu Garden 

Located by the southern bank of 
the lake, Gongwangfu, or the garden 
of Prince Gong’s mansion, was built in 
the last years of the 18th century by 
He Shen, a notoriously corrupt Qing 
Dynasty official. 

At the entrance is a 160-meter-long 
two-story building in which He Shen re- 
putedly stored his treasures and other 
ill-gotten gains. 

To the north of the entrance is a small 
European style gate behind which the 
garden lies. The garden features 999 
auspicious “bats,” either in the shape 
of the pools, the wooden eaves, or win- 
dow panes and frames. Bianfu (Mia), the 
Chinese word for bat, is a homonym for 
“fortune.” 

There is also a beautifully preserved 
small theater, which is still used today 
for Peking opera performances. There 
are nine large vats beneath the stage 
floor, causing the sounds produced on the 
stage to resonate throughout the house. 

On February 7, 1799, the second 
day after Emperor Qianlong’s death, 
the new Emperor Jiaqing removed He 
Shen from all his posts and ordered his 
execution. The 46.5 mu (approximately 
3 hectare) mansion was confiscated, to- 
gether with 800 million silver liang, an 
amount ten times the nation’s annual 
taxation income. 

Forty years later, Emperor Xianfeng 
gave the villa to his younger brother, 
Prince Gong (Gong Wang). It was in 
this courtyard that Prince Gong signed 
the Beijing Treaty with the British and 
French Allied Forces on October 24 and 
25, 1860, handing Kowloon and the New 
Territories to the British and opening 
Tianjin for trade. 

Open: 9 am - 4 pm (closed Monday) 
Tel: 6618 0573 

Admission: 60 yuan 


Mei Lanfang Memorial 

The courtyard is situated at the 
northwest corner of the intersection of 
Huguosi Jie (tP[I]#!±j) and Desheng- 
mennei Dajie (fSUltn rt^!±j). Mei Lan- 
fang (1894-1961), the master of Peking 
opera of the 20th century, lived the last 
ten years of his life in this 1,000 square 
meter double yard. 

The rooms on the northern side are 
preserved as Mei’s living quarters. The 
rooms to the south house a collection of 
photographs and historical records. The 
rooms on the east side exhibit the stage 
costumes worn by the master, and the 
west rooms display the gifts and souve- 
nirs he received. 

Open: 9 am - 4 pm (closed Monday) 

Tel: 6618 0351 

Admission: 6 yuan 


Xu Beihong Memorial 

Around five hundred meters north of 
Mei Lanfang’s former residence is the Xu 
Beihong Memorial. 

Xu (1895-1963) is known as the “found- 
er of China’s fine arts education” and “fa- 
ther of China’s contemporary arts.” 

From 1919 to 1927, Xu studied oil 
painting and sketching in Paris. After re- 
turning to China, he devoted his life to 
establishing a fine arts education system 
in the country. 

Xu expressed his radicalism in his 
oil paintings illustrating peasant revo- 
lutions throughout China’s history. But 
he is most famous for his ink and wash 
paintings of horses. 

The memorial displays his paintings 
and sketches and offers for sale publica- 
tions and replicas of his works. 

The memorial also incorporates a 
painting school, which accepts students 
from all over the world. Senior artists 
and professors from the Central Acade- 
my of Fine Arts are invited to give lec- 
tures from time to time. 

Open: 9-12 am, 1-5 pm (closed Mon- 
day) 

Tel: 6225 2042 

Admission: free 


By Zhao Hongyi 

T hough de bate about how much development, is too much 
continues, the new “bar street” along the south bank of 
Hou Hai seems to be prospering. 

But there is more to Beijing’s Lake District, or Shi Sha 
Hai (ft £lJ/§), than pubs and restaurants. Residences of royal 
family members and senior government officials crowded the banks of 
the lake during the Qing Dynasty, its popularity due as much to the 
auspicious geomantic features of the area as its scenic beauty. 

Ancient trees stand by inconspicuous entrances and narrow lanes 
belie the elegance and grandeur of the buildings within these compounds 
that are rich resources of Chinese history, culture and philosophy. 



Photos by Zhao Hongyi 


The western-style gate at 
Gongwangfu Garden 


Deshengmen 


Former Residence of Guo Moruo 


Deshengmen H) 

Built in 1439, Deshengmen was one 
of the nine gate towers in Beijing’s city 
wall. The wall was torn down in the 
1950’s and Deshengmen is one of only 
two gate towers that survived. The other 
is Zhengyangmen (JEKH), just south of 
Qianmen. 

The original Chinese characters for 
Deshengmen were meaning 

“victory.” Afterwards, it was renamed 
“IHfltn,” meaning morality and victory, 
in memory of loyal military general Yu 
Lian, who repelled a Mongolian invasion 
in the mid Ming Dynasty, thus saving 
the dynasty from collapse. 

Unusually for a gate tower, it has 
no central gateway. People have to go 
through the two gates on each side. The 
reason for this idiosyncratic design is 
that when the wall was built in 1439 dur- 
ing the Ming Dynasty, geomantic experts 
warned that the royal fortunes would 
leak away if there was any entrance in 
the tower, because Deshengmen lay on 
the central axis of the royal city. 

At the foot of the tower is the Muse- 
um of Ancient Chinese Coins and Notes. 
The coins and notes excavated and dis- 
played here tell a three thousand years 
history of China’s currency. 

Open: 9 am - 4 pm (closed Monday) 

Tel: 6404 4205 

Admission: 10 yuan 


Former Residence of Guo 
Moruo 

This courtyard on the south east bank 
of Qianhai was originally the stable of 
Prince Gong’s Mansion. In the 1910s, Le 
Daren, the founder of Da Ren Tang, the 
herbal medicine family business, pur- 
chased the land and built a siheyuan, 
or courtyard house on it. From 1950 to 
1963, the villa was the Mongolian Em- 
bassy in Beijing and then the residence 
Madam Sun Yet-sen. Guo Moruo and his 
wife, Yu Liqun, lived here during their 
last years, between 1963 and 1978. 

A literary master of 20th century Chi- 
na, Guo was a scholar of Chinese history 
and culture. He studied in Japan in his 
early years, and wrote a great number 
of historical and realistic drama scripts 
and translated books about revolution 
and socialism. After 1949, he shifted 
his interests and focuses on archeology, 
translating the ancient Chinese charac- 
ters on the 5,000-year-old “dragon bones” 
excavated in Henan Province. 

Open: 9 am - 5:30 pm (closed Mon- 
day) 

Tel: 6618 1650 

Admission: 10 yuan 


Former Residence of 
Soong Ching-ling 

The former residence stands on the 
northern bank of Qianhai. Soong Ching- 
ling (1893-1981), or Madam Sun Yet-sen, 
lived here between 1963 and 1981. To- 
day, it is preserved as a memorial to her. 

A stream from the lake outside runs 
through the garden. A roofed corridor 
surrounds a two-story building in Ming 
Dynasty style, the main residence. 

On the first floor is the living room 
where Madam Sun, vice president of the 
People’s Republic of China, received her 
guests. On the second floor is a bedroom, 
a private office and a library with a col- 
lection of more than 3,000 books and 
magazines. 

The house behind the main building 
holds a collection of items belonging 
to or used by Madam Sun, including 
handwriting, paintings, clothing and 
souvenirs. 

Open: 9 am - 4:30 pm (closed Mon- 
day) 

Tel: 6404 4205 

Admission: 10 yuan 

Xu Beihong Memorial 



Mei Lanfang Memorial 



Former Residence of Soong Ching-ling 










